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COMMENTARIES ON ARMED FORCES DAY 
Kulishev Comments 
Tbilisi ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 22 Feb 81 p 3 


|Article by Col Gen 0, F. Kulishev, commanding general of the Red-Banner Trans- 
caucasue Military District: "True to the Behestse of Lenin") 


[Text] Sixty-three years have passed since those unforgettable February days when 
the heroic history of the Soviet Armed Forces, filled with combat glory, began. Es- 
tablished to defend the achievements of the Great October Revolution, the freedom 
and independence of the socialist homeland, they are justifying their historical 
function with honor and dignity, are vigilantly and dependably guarding the peace- 
fu. Labor of our people, and constitute a bulwark of world peace. 


This year Soviet Army and Navy Day coincides with a signal event -- convening of 
the 26th CPSU Congress, which will specify new targets of achievement in the eco- 
nomic, sociopolitical and intellectual development of the Soviet society, in the 
struggle to preserve peace and strengthen international security. 


The Communist Party approaches its congress in close unity with the people, with a 
clear-cut program of action in the area of domestic and foreign policy. 


The birth and development of the Soviet Armed Forces and their entire heroic his- 
tory are inseparably linked with the name of V. I. Lenin and with the activities of 
the Communist Party. 


At all stages of building socialism the party has worked tirelessly to strengthen 
the nation's detense capability and the combat readiness of our Armed Forces. 


The Great Patriotic War against German fascism -- that monstrous creature of im- 
perialist reaction — was the sternest test of the strength of the Soviet State and 
the might of its Armed Forces. 


Under the guidance of the Communist Party, Soviet citizens rose up as one in 
defense of the socialist howeland. The entire country became a single wiified mili- 


tary camp. 

















Victory did not come easy. The path trod by the army and people in the 1,418 days 
and nighte of the war was difficult, Turning today to the pages of the chronicle of 
the Great Patriotic War, Soviet citizens again and again delight at the courage, 
steadfastness and heroiem of the defenders of Brest, Leningrad, Kiev, Odessa, 
Sevastopol’, Kerch', Novorossiysk, Minsk, the participants in the battles of Moscow, 
Stalingrad, the Northern Caucasus, the Kurak Salient, and the final operations of 
1944-1945, 


The Battle of the Caucasus, which lasted 15 months, etandse shoulder to shoulder with 
the greatest battles of the Great Patriotic War. In a threatening hour of danger 
the workers of Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia, standing shoulder to shoulder with 
the other peoples of our nation, joined ranks even more solidly around the Leninist 
party. In savage, bloody battles the troops of the Transcaucasian Front herassed 
and exhausted the German-fascist armies and then, launching a powerful offensive, 
dealt them a devastating defeat. The heroism of our fighting men, noted Comrade 

L. 1. Brezhnev, proved to be just as insurmountable as the peaks of the Caucasus 
Mountains. 


Marching through all difficulties and adversities, through the flame of unprecedented 
battles, the Soviet soldier pushed all the way to Berlin, the lair of the fascist 
beast, and raised the Banner of Victory above the shattered Reichstag. 


The victory of the Soviet Union and ite Armed Forces in che Great Patriotic War con- 
stitutes a stern warning to imperialist aggressors, a harsh and unforgettable lesson 
of history. 


The Soviet people are living and laboring in their fourth decade of peace. During 
this time they have achieved great success in building communism. Our plans and 
prospects for the future are grandiose. Soviet citizens look to the future with 
optimism. They are firmly convinced in the triumph of the deathless ideas of V. IL. 
Lenin and the ideals of communisn. 


Soviet citizens sacredly guard the peace, for which such a high price was paid. 
Through the fault of imperialism, however, the international situation has markedly 
deteriorated at the end of the 1970's and beginning of the 1980's. Imperialist 

and other reactionary circles have undertaken a savage counterattack against 
détente, are aggravating world tensions, are escalating the arms race, and are 
provoking new conflicts. 


All this compels us to display constant vigilance toward the dangerous intrigues 
of the aggressive forces of imperialism, to strengthen this country's defense 
capability in every possible way, and further to increase the combat might of the 
Armed Forces. 


The party is doing everything to ensure that our Armed Forces possess all requisite 
mams for carrying out their responsible mission -- reliably to guard the peaceful 
labor of the Soviet people and to serve as a bulwark of world peace. 


During the years which have passed since the 25th CPSU Congress, improvement of the 
organizational structure of the troops of this district has continued, just as 
throughout the Armed Forces: there has been an improvement in equipment, increase 











in firepower, striking power, maneuverability and mobility, ae well ae an improvement 
in means of control, 


Year after year the friendship between the servicemen of this district and Georgia's 
work forces, people in the sciences and culture becomes stronger. Personnel are 
proud that for the eighth time in a row the republic was awarded the challenge Red 
Banner of the CPSU Central Committee, USSR Council of Ministers, All-Union Central 
Trade Union Council, and Komsomol Central Committee, The fighting men of this 
district wish the workers of Soviet Georgia continued great accomplishments in the 
future. We see in these successes a worthy example for ourselves. Considerable 
work in the area of military-patriotic indoctrination of workers and preparation of 
young people for military service is being carried out in this republic with the ac~ 
tive participation of military personnel. <A unity of army and people constitutes a 
guarantee of common success in building and defending communisn. 


The men of the Red-Banner Transcaucasus Military District, feeling their own close 
involvement in the great accomplishments of their people, the party's grandiose and 
inspiring plans, have honored in a worthy manner the 26th CPSU Congress and the 63d 
Anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy. They well understand that the higher the 
level of proficiency of our misetle crewmen, tankers, pilots, and motorized in- 
fantrymen, the stronger their ideological conditioning, the greater will be the 
people's confidence that a peaceful, cloudless sky will always remain above the soil 
of our homeland, that all aggressive plans by the imperialists and their accomplices 
will be doomed to failure, Each and every Soviet serviceman sees in this the 
meaning and significance of his military labor, his direct contribution to our 
people's struggle for comnunian. 


Turkestan Military Commander Comments 


Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 22 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Col Gen Yu. P. Maksimov, Commander, Red-Banner Turkestan Military 
Dietrict: “Reliable Guardian of the Soviet Homeland" | 


[Text] it is profoundly symbolic that the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Army and 
Navy will be celebrated on 23 February, the day of convening of the 26th CPSU Con- 
gress. 


This signal date is being celebrated in an atmosphere of unprecedented flourishing 
of the material and intellectual forces of our multinational homeland and even 
greater unity of the Soviet people and their servicemen behind the Communist Party 
and its Leninist Central Committee, headed by Leonid I1'ich Brezhnev. A new up- 
surge of political and labor activeness on the part of Soviet citizens was evoked 
by the nationwide discussion of the CPSU Central Committee draft document for the 
26th CPSU Congress. 


Our army and navy are an offspring of the October Revolution and a bulwark of Soviet 
power. The victory of the socialist revolution evoked rage and fierce hatred on 

the part of erploiters throughout the world. The imperialists of the United States, 
Germany, Great Britain, France, Japan and other capitalist countries, uniting with 
the defeated counterrevolutionary forces of the defunct Czarist Russia, attacked the 














young Seviet Republic. <A combat efficient, disciplined regular army was needed to 
defend the achievements of the October Revolution, When in February 1918 the party 
and government called upon the people to take up arms in defense of the homeland, 
thousands upon thousands of workers and peasants joined the ranks of the Red Army. 
Thue ite foundation was lald as a people's army, en army of the socialisc type. 


The birth and development of the Armed Forces took place under incredibly difficult 
conditions. The country was grasped in a ring of hostile capitalist encirclement. 
Industry and transportation were for all practical purposes at a standstill, Agricul- 
ture Was in a estate of decline. The Red Army did not yet possess experience in the 
conduct of combat operations. We had no trained command cadres, and we were short 

of weapons, ammunition, provisions and clothing. And opposing the Red Army were 

the White Guard armies and the armed forces of the most powerful capitalist nations. 


But che fearless soldiers of the revolution, fighting men of incredible boldness and 
courage, emerged victorious. Sons of the peoples of Central Asia, the commanders 
and rank and file soldiers of the Turkestan Front, fought worthily in their ranks, 


This victory was won because the Red Army was supported by the millions of working 
people. Its personnel were inspired to perform deeds of valor by the fine ideals of 
the October Revolution. It was directed by the tried and tested leader of the 
revolution <= the Communist Party, headed by V. 1. Lenin, 


In ite activities the party was guided by the instructions of V. 1, Lenin on the 
necessity of readying the country, people and army to repel possible aggression on 
the part of the imperialist countries. On the basis of development of the economy, 
science and technology, and culture, enormous work was accomplished in the area of 
building and further strengthening the Armed Forces. This made it possible 
reliably to protect the labor of the Soviet people and the national interests of 
the Soviet Union, and ensured us victory in the Patriotic War. 


The Great Patriotic War lasted almost 1,500 days and nights, This was a struggle, 
unprecedented in history in its scale, fierceness and intensity, for the freedom 
and independence of the homeland, for the future of markini,to save it from the 
horrors of fascism. 


This titanic struggle was directed, just as during the years of civil war, by the 
tried and tested Communist Party. It united the army and people under the slogan 
"Everything for the front, everything for victory!" and transformed the country into 
a unified military camp. 


The heroic defense of the Brest Fortress, Kiev, Odessa, Sevastopol’, the great 
battles on the approaches to Moscow, at the walls of Leningrad and Stalingrad, in the 
Northern Caucasus and on he Kursk Salient, the brilliant offensive operations in 

the right-bank Ukraine, in Belorussia, the Baltic, the Crimea, and Moldavia, are 

golden pages in the chronicle of the past war. The Battle of Berlin was the finale. 


The defeat of fascism and Japanese militarism was a victory of the Soviet system, 
of the friendship of the peoples of the USSR, the ideology of Marxism-Leninism and 
the Soviet Armed Forces. 











The source of this victory was the leadership of the Communist Party. During the 
war years it became a genuinely fighting party. 


One third of the membership of party organizations entered the Armed Forces during 
the first six months of the war, responding to the party appeal, voluntarily and on 
the basis of the general mobilization. By war's end one out of every four fighting 
men was a party full or probationary member. 


Communists sacredly «@ried out their party duty, displayed an example of fearlessness, 
were the firat to march into battle, and inspired our fighting men to a heroisw 
which became a genuinely mass phenomenon. More than 7 million Soviet citizens 
received decorations and medals for feats in combat. More than 11,600 servicemen 
were awarded the title Hero of the Soviet Union. Almost three fourths of these were 
Communists, and 11 percent were Komsomol members. 


The glorious sons of the Uzbek people fought boldly and skillfully against the 
enemy. Eighty of them earned the title Hero of the Soviet Union, while thousands 
upon thousands were awarded decorations and medals. The fighting men of the 
Turkestan Military District also displayed total dedication to the homeland, 
courage and a high degree of military skill. 


Our victory constitutes a stern warning to all those who would revise the results of 
the past war and to all those who like to piay with fire. 


The Soviet nation, having healed its wounds, proceeded confidently with development 
of the economy, science and technology, and culture. Having secured a full and 
final victory of socialism, the Soviet Union proceeded to build communisn. 


An enormous contribution toward building communism is being made by the working 
people of che Uzbek SSR. This was vividly demonstrated by the 20th Congress of the 
Communist Party of Uzbekistan. The fine achievements of Uzbekistan were honored by 
award of a third Order of Lenin and the Challenge Red Banner of the CPSU Central 
Committee, USSR Council of Ministers, All-Union Central Trade Union Council and the 
Komsomol Central Committee. 


Supported by advances in the area of the economy, science and technology, the Soviet 
Union and the brother socialist nations are pursuing a peace-seeking foreign policy. 
This was reflected in an improvement in the international situation in the 1970's. 


But recently the world situation has sharply deteriorated through the 

fault of U.S. ruling circles and the militarist elite group in NATO -- the chief 
military bloc of imperialism. Under the cover of lying fabrications about a 

"Soviet military threat,” military budgets are growing in the imperialist countries, and 
the arms race is escalating, as are preparations for war. 


A genuine military threat is growing along our southern borders. Imperialist and 
other reactionary forces are meddling in the internal affairs of Afghanistan, a 
friend of the Soviet Union. The U.S. military presence is growing in the Persian 


Gulf area. The U.S. Rapid Deployment Force, which is aimed chiefly at the Middle 
East region, is being ‘urriedly formed and trained. 














Under these conditions our party views defense of the socialist homeland and 
strengthening of defense of the USSR as the sacred duty of the CPSU and our entire 
people, as a most important function of the socialist state. While not lessening 
efforts in the campaign for peace, it is making every effort to strengthen the 
combat power of the army and navy. 


Thanks to the concern of the party and its Central Committee, as a result of the 
selfless labor of workers, engineers, and scientists, the Army and Navy are 
adequately armed with nuclear weapons, missiles of various range and designation, 
highly maneuverable aircraft, new tanks, miss! le-armed nuclear powered submarines, 
automated control systems, modern artillery, armored personnel carriers. and much 
other equipment. 


No matter how great the military-technical potential of the Army and Navy, their 
main strength lies in people -- outstanding fighting men, who possess a consummate 
mastery of tw patent combat equipment and weapons, who possess excellent moral- 
fighting qualities, and who are totally dedicated to the homeland and the cause 

of communisa. 


Shoulder to shoulder with the nation’s defenders, the fighting men of the Red- 
Banner Turkestan Military District are selflessly carrying out their patriotic duty. 
Day and night, in fair weather and foul, they are honing their fighting skills and 
combat readiness. 


The men of the Turkestan Military Districc are honoring the 26th CPSU Congress and 
the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces with new successes in combat and 
political training. Many of the district's servicemen have been awarded government 
medals and decorations for exemplary military labor. The finest units have been 
awarded the "For Courage and Military Valor’ pennant of the USSR Minister of 
Defense. 


Uzbekistan's party and soviet organs are making a substantial contribution to ac- 
complishment of the tasks facing the district. They are doing a great deal for the 
military-patriotic indoctrination of young people, preparing them for military 
service, and strengthening ties between work forces, educational institutions and 
DOSAAF organizations on one hand and military units and establishments on the other, 


For 63 years now the Soviet Armed Forces have vigilantly stood guard over the 
achievements of the Great October Revolution. Closely united behind the Communist 
Party and in a fighting alliance with the armies of the Warsaw Pact countries, 
they will continue in the future reliably defending socialism and serving as a 
bulwark of world peace. 


Col Gen Bobylev Interview 


Moscow NEDELYA in Russian No 8, 16-22 Feb 81 p 16 


[Interview with Col Gen S. Bobylev, member of the Military Council, chief of che 
Political Directorate of Air Defense Forces, delegate to the 26th CPSU Congress, by 
NEDELYA correspondent K. Rodin: "Always on Combat Watch") 











{Text} “You know, general,” I said, opening ay notepad, “this morning 
they were broadcasting prewar songs on ‘The beacon.’ One of them had 
a refrain which went like this: ‘Give m, falcon, a saber as a going-away 


present, and together with a sharp saber, give me a lance. 


"A nice song,” the general commented. “It was very popular before the 
war.” 


“But it got me thinking that probably many people today do not know 
why a cavalryman needed a lance — what function did it perform? And 
yet it was evidently a potent weapon! And I thought to myself: another 
generation has grown up, and it is this generation which today is 
serving in our Armed Forces, a generation which has seen a lance only 
on the television screen, and which also has only a vague idea about 
the saber. My point is that the weapons are different, and the people 
are different. But what remains from those now distant times?" 


\Answer] The main thing. The main thing has remained -- that which is not subject 
to time and that which, just as 63 years ago, determines everything — strength of 
arms, and an army's combat might. 


(Question) What do you mean, Sergey Andreyevich? 


[Answer] Just one thing: the meaning, the purpose, the missions of our Armed Forces. 
Combat equipment and people change, but the missions remain the same as in February 
1918 — to defend the achievements of the Great October Revolution, te defend the 
peaceful labor of Soviet citizens. To guard the security of our peoples. To carry 
out their international duty. This, I repeat, is the main thing. It is precisely 
these noble, elevated missions which determine the countenance and all the actions 

of our Armed Forces. owr friends understand this very well, and our enemies always 
endeavor to distort precisely these goals, these missions, the significance of all 
the activities of our Armed Forces and their functions. You should know that the 
Army and Navy are governed by the laws of succession. And the point here is not only 
museums and military history displays -- and they exist in every unit -- but rather 
the spirit of succession, which permeates the entire system of military training 

and indoctrination -- it is grounded on our combat experience. All our field 
manuals, rules and regulations bear a part of the labor experience of the 

Great Patriotic War. Throughout all his years of service in the Army and Navy, a 
serviceman attends on a daily basis a school the name of which is “school of 

courage” -- all exercises are held in an environment maximally approaching actual 
combat. Take, for example, live antiaircraft missile firings on the range -- every- 
thing is as it is in war: actual air targets, actual missile firings,... Or when 
motorized riflemen are “rolled over” by tanks -- a soldier sits in a foxhole, while 
tank treads roll over the foxhole -- one does not immediately become accustomed to 
this, but it is necessary, for the experience of the past war teaches us that a 
soldier should know how to combat a tank with whatever means he has at hand.... The 
following fact will probably be of interest to you: a unit fought well and gained 
fame in the Great Patriotic War. Today there is nobody left in the unit who fought 
under its colors, and yet such a unit as a rule offers an example, a model worthy of 
emulation. Why does this happen? The answer must be sought in the principle of that 
same succession we were discussing. 














[\Qvestion) Just what does ©) vears sean in the life of our Armed Forces? 


\Anewer) Run sentally through owr allitary biography and you will see just what 
this is. The military is che military, and it gust always be “in shape,” alert, 
improving, mastering sew equipment, and that is not as sigple as might sees at 

firet glance. Many of o.: servicemen, including in the Air Defense Forces, in which 
| serve, have received government decorations in peacvtiae. 


(\Question) Let @e ask you the following: it is a well known fact that sodern 
weapons are becoming not simply increasingly sore complex and powerful but also gore 
and more automatic and independent of those who operate them -- what | am getting at 
is the “ability” of weapons to solve problemas which in the past could be solved only 
by a human operator. Guidance to the target, for example -- a missile today is 
guided by instruments, sensors.... What is your opinion, does not the role of the 
“human iactor” become diminished ir connection with this, and will it not at some 
time in the future be reduced merely to pushing a button? 


\Anewer) A complicated question, but I shall try to answer it: indeed, the conten- 
porary revolution in science and technology has certainly left its mark in alilitary 
affairs as well. While freeing the soldier from certain functions, however, it has 
given him others. More complex equipment always also presupposes a higher level 

of training of those entrusted with that equipment, and correspondingly has imposed 
greater demands on such personnel. This is why, in particular, the army is con- 
stantly concerned with a person's indoctrination, including his military and tech- 
nical knowledge. The role of the “human factor” is constantly growing. 


(Question) Life moves on, altering many of our concepts, although even today, just 
as six decades ago, we all consider -- and not without grounds -- military service 
to be one of the most difficult. But even our ideas about what “difficult” means 
also change. What do you personally consider to be the most difficul thing today 
in military affairs? The complexities of daily life? Separation from home? Dis- 
cipline? Physical stresses? 


[Answer] One cannot give an umequivocal answer to such a question. The enlisted 
man has certain difficulties, while his commander has others. Sailors have certain 
ones, while pilots, combat engineers, and tankers have others. Both the veteran 

and the newcomer have difficulties. For some the most difficult thing is of course 
to surmount the psychological barrier which separates hia from “civilian life," to 
gain self-mastery, to force oneself to obey strict army discipline unquestioningly. 
To become accustomed to the fact that the combat mission must be carried out under 
any and all conditions.... All this is very difficult. Have physical workloads 

and stresses on personnel decreased or increased? I believe that even in the past 
the physical work loads were not the most difficult thing for the military man. 
After all, it was nothing for a worker or peasant lad to execute a forced march 

or a march on foot. That is not such a difficult thing. Psychological stresses 

are a different matter, and they have clearly increased in recent years. A radar 
operator in the Air Defense Forces, for example, sits for several hours with his at- 
tention focused on the radar screen, and he does not simply gaze at the surface of 
the screen but carefully studies each and every blip which appears on it, constantly 
feeling an acute sense of personal responsibility.... A few hours of such duty and 
a person is exhausted. Not everybody is capable of standing up under such stress.... 
But I am also not sure whether the radar operator's job is the most difficult job 














today. lt seems to me that there are no difficult oceupational specialties, no dif- 
ficult jobs if 4 person, in the first place, knows hie job thoroughly an’, in the 
second place, loves his job, And applied to the military, | would edd: and under~ 
stands the tmportance of his duty to the homeland, 


[Question) I see from your ribbons that you are a veteran of the Great Patriotic 
Wate nes 


|\Anewer) Yes, you mighe say that | was at the front from the firet to the last day. 
I began the war a8 4 scout, 4 political fighter, and ended it as a political worker. 


[Question] What memories do you have of the past war? 


|Anewer) Great labor and great heroism. Constant heroism. What's more, the war 
surprisingly revealed lofty human qualities — dedication to the homeland, loyalty 
to one's military duty, nobility, self-sacrifice, and willingness to help a comrade, 
even at the cost of one's own life. I could cite many such examples. 


[Question] Tell me, if the soldiers in the Great Patriotic War with whom you fought 
were to serve today in the Air Defense Forces, would you, as their superior, be 
satisfied with them? 


|Anewer) That is a difficult question (emiles). I would not only be pleased and 
satisfied, 1 would be happy to have my combat veteran friends under our fighting 
colors. But we have already discussed the fact that today's weapons are different, 
that electronics, missiles, and highly complex instruments and systems have entered 
the military. And thie modern, sophisticated equipment has naturally required 
different qualities, different knowledge of those personnel working with it. First 
of all, it demands a higher level of education. Unfortunately not one of my combat 
veteran friends, nor I myself at that time, had any idea of the great complexity of 
the equipment which “serves” in today's Air Defense Forces. Today it is not 
enough to be courageous, resolute, and bold, nor is it sufficient merely to know 
ones equipment and be able to deliver accurate fire. It is essential first and 
foremost to possess absolute, total knowledge of one's equipment, and this presup- 
poses a higher level of education than that existing before the war. 


[Question] Just who is the soldier of 19817 Can you sketch his portrait? 


|Anewer) We will again come to those same “parameters”: to breadth of knowledge 
and culture — inner, applying to all mankind, and technical, military knowledge- 
ability. Precisely these qualities distinguish the fighting man of the 1980's from 
his comrades who served in the 1950's or 1960's. But you want me to be more 
epecific.... The soldier of 1981 possesses all knowledge required in order to 
serve successfully. As a rule he possesses secondary or higher education. He has 
excellent moral qualities, and he is prepared to carry out any assignment in the 
most difficult conditions. As regards an officer, I shall note at the outset that 
he possesses thorough specialized training. The “generalized” officer does not 
exist today. Each has his own, highly specific specialization (incidentally, you 
might be interested to know that today the military contains approximately 500 
different occupational specialties). Today's officer as a rule combines the follow- 
ing qualities: he is an engineer, and he is an educator.... Yes, you cannot get 




















very far today without knowledge of education science, We is a man of volition, 
who posseseca the ability to unite the efforte of hie collective. In short, he is 
a leader, not a leader in name only, not 4 person who owes his status in the col- 
lective merely to the position he holds. Ne, he is an example to his men in all 
things, and hie men have the desire to match up to him. His prestige and authority 
are considerable, and are grounded on his personal excellent military attributes. 
He is able to create a productive atmosphere in the process of training -~ his col- 
lective should develop and grow. Naturally he ie demanding not only on others but 
on himeelf as well.... When such an officer moves on to another assignment, his 
collective retains those excellent qualities which it acquired together with him and, 
to 4 certain degree, thanks to hia, 


[Question] There is presently competition going on in the Armed Forces in honor of 
the 26th CPSU Congress. Can you give use any competition results’ With the Air 
Defense Forces as an example’? In addition, how have the men in the Air Defense 
Forces performed their alert duty on this pre-congress watch? Ae | understand, 
there are still plenty of those who would intrude into our peaceful ekies, 


|Anewer) Unfortunately that is true. "Visitors" do in fact attempt to enter 

Soviet airspace. We all know what they get for their troubles.... But you ask 
about our servicemen's pre-congress watch, Thies week, juet as during all preceding 
weeks, air defense personnel have stood alert duty, vigilantly guarding all 60,000 
kilometers of our nation's airspace boundaries. Many unite have sent in to the 
congress reports which relate successes in military service, fulfillment of pledges, 
and they have assured the party that they will do everything necessary to carry out 
the tasks specified at the congress, and success has already been achieved: 40 per- 
cent of air defense personnel have earned marke of excellent in combat and political 
training, and more than 70 percent are proficiency-rated specialists (the majority 
are let and 2d class). All antiaircraft gunners, missile crewmen, and pilote have 
received marks of good and excellent in live-fire exercises. The men possess a con- 
summate mastery of the most advanced equipment. All those who will be standing 
honorary alert duty during the congress have pledged to earn nothing below a mark 

of excellent.... Everything I have stated about air defense personnel unquestion- 
ably also applies to the entire Armed Forces, to all those who are standing honorary 
combat watch during these days, guarding the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and 
other peoples which are building socialism. Soviet servicemen, honoring the 26th 
CPSU Congress in a worthy manner, are demonstrating with selfless military labor 
their firm loyalty to their patriotic internationalist duty, as well as solid unity 
behind the Leninist party. 


[Question] One last question: what title would you suggest for this interview 
article? 


[Anewer] I would title it “Always On Combat Watch." In my opinion, this would 
correctly reflect one of the most important features of our military service: the 
soldier is always at his action station! 
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MORE COMMENTARIES ON ARMED FORCES DAY 


Alma~Ata KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 23 Feb 61 p 4 


[Article by Mar Avn A. 1. Koldunov, commander in chief of Air Defense Forces, USSR 
deputy minister of defense, twice Hero of the Soviet Union: “Guarding the Peace") 


{Text]) The Soviet Armed Forces have for 63 years now been selflessly serving their 
people, the great ideals of communism, and have been vigilantly standing guard, 
together with the allied armies of the Warsaw Pact member nations, over the peace and 
security of our homeland and the other countries of the socialist community. 


This year's anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy is being celebrated in an 
atmosphere of great political and labor enthusiasm on the part of Soviet citizens, 
generated by the fact that the 26th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union convenes on this day, 23 February. 


Soviet citizens face the future with confidence and optimism. The resolutions which 
will be adopted by the 26th CPSU Congress will become a fighting program of action 
for the Soviet people at a new and important stage in the struggle for building 
communiem, a foundation for further advance in development of the economy, science 
and technology, culture, and in strengthening the defense capability of the Soviet 
State. 


In marking the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces, we proudly review their 
giorious fighting history. Established by V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party, they 
have carried their combat banners with honor through all trials and tribulations, 
covering them with great glory. 


The entire history of the Soviet land confirms the correctness and enormous in- 
portance of V. I. Lenin's conclusion on the necessity of establishing a regular 
cadre army to defend the socialist homeland. In the fierce battles of the civil 
war they totally routed the large forces of White Guardists and interventionists 
and honorably defended the October Revolution. 


Defeat of the unified forces of world imperialism and domestic counterrevolution 
convincingly demonstrated that there were no forces in the world capable of halting 
the victorious advance of the Great October Socialist Revolution. 

















During the years of the (leat tlveryear plane the Communtet Party wae comeieteut ly 
guided by V. I. Lenin's inetructions on the necessity of preparing the nation, the 
people, and the armed forces to repel potential aggression by imperialist states, 
Taking account of the development of dangeraus focal points of war in Europe and in 
the Far Bast, ae well as seizure of power in Germany by the fasciats, the party 
carried out a broad aggregate of measures which became the foundation for the vic 
tory of the Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War. 


The war, foreed upon use by Hitler's Germany, constituted a great test for the Soviet 
State, ite Armed Forces, and for the entire Soviet people. This was a struggle, un- 
precedented in history by ite scale, fierceness and intensity, for the freedom and 
independence of the homeland, for the future of mankind, for man's salvation from 
the fascist barbarians. 


The rout of the invaders’ armies at Moscow, the defense of Leningrad, the heroic epic 
of Stalingrad, the battle of the Caucasus, the magnificent battle on the Kursk- 

Orel salient, the Korsun'-Shevchenkovekiy Operation, the victorious assault on 
Berlin, plus many other major operations which have gone down forever into the hie- 
tory of warfare, brought unfading glory to Soviet arms. 


"Our victory...," L. 1. Brezhnev wrote in his book "Malaya Zemlya," "demonstrated 
the greatness of our socialist homeland, showed the omnipotence of Communist ideals, 
and provided striking examples of selflessness and heroism... ." 


For courage and valor displayed on the battlefronts, more than 11,000 persons were 
awarded the title Hero of the Soviet Union, and more than 7 million received decora- 
tions and medals. Almost 11,000 decorations adorned the colors of combined units, 
units, and naval ships. 


The victory of the Soviet Union in the Great Patriotic War was of world-historic 
significance. It has exerted enormous influence on the entire subsequent develop- 
ment of mankind, strengthened the international position of the USSR to an even 
greater degree, and led to the development of favorable opportunities for growth of 
the forces of peace, democracy, and socialism. 


At the same time even today our victory serves as a stern warning to imperialist 
reactionaries and a severe history lesson to all those who would play with fire. 
The importance of this struggle is greater today than ever before. Influential im- 
perialist circles, and particularly the United States and China, which is per- 
forming the role of partner of the United States, are attempting to thwart détente 
and to replace détente with a policy “from a position of strength." The United 
States and NATO are counting on achieving military superiority over the Soviet 
Union and the other nations of the socialist community. New and dangerous focal 
points of international tension are arising through the fault of imperialism and 
Peking, and the arms race is intensifying and assuming an increasingly more sinister 
character. 


Subversive activities by imperialism directed against the socialist countries are 
intensifying. 


In this complex international situation, in conditions where the threat of war has 
increased, the CPSU is doing everything necessary in order further to increase the 
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defense capability of the Soviet State and to strengthen the USSR Armed Forces and 
the unified military might of the socialist Warsaw Pact member nations. 


Today the Soviet Armed Forces constitute a modern, well trained army equipped with 


the most advanced military hardware and possessing everything needed to defeat any 
aggressor, 


Soviet servicemen are responding to the concern of the party and people with new 
successes in combat training and a broad scope of socialist competition in honor of 
the 26th CPSU Congress, The men of the antiaircraft missile regiment under the 
command of Col V. F, Parshikov were the initiators of competition in the Air Defense 
Forces, The number of personnel receiving marke of excellent in combat and political 
training, proficitency-rated specialists, and master proficiency rating personnel 
increased in the course of competition. The movement for earning the title of lead- 
ing combined unit took on new momentum. 


On the opening day of the 26th CPSU Congress, on the anniversary day of the Army and 
Navy, Soviet servicemen are turning their gazes toward the Leninist party. Ite wise 
leadership constitutes a guarantee of future success in building communism and is 
the main source of the invincibility of the Soviet State and ite Armed Forces. 


5024 
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FURTHER REPORT, COMMENTARY ON SOVIET ARMY DAY 
Ustinov ‘Order of Day’ 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 23 Feb 61 p 1 
Z*USSR Defense Minister Order No 35, for 23 February 1981, Moscow"7 
(Text/ Comrade soldiers and sailors, sergeants and petty officers! 
Comrade ensigns and warrant officers! 
Comrade officers, generals and admirals! 
Comrade veterans of the USSR Armed Forces! 


Today the Soviet people and their armed forces celebrate the 63d anniversary of the 
Soviet Army and Navy. 


The present holiday has coincided with an outstanding event--the start of the work 
of the 26th CPSU Congress. Soviet people have greeted the congress of their dear 
Leninist party in an atmosphere of high political and labor enthusiasm and the broad 
scope of socialist competition. Under the CPSU's tested leadership the working 
Class, kolkhoz peasantry and intelligentsia are seeking new successes in communist 
building and are working inspirationally on the fulfillment of the targets of the 
first year of the lith 5-Year Plan. 


Our motherland's working people and the army and navy servicemen unanimously approv: 
and warmly support the party's domestic and foreign policy and the multifaceted and 

fruitful activity of the Central Committee and its Politburo headed by Comrade L.I. 

Brezhnev. 


The aggressive forces of imperialism counterpose the policy of arms race and aggra- 
vation of international tension to the Soviet state's peace-loving foreign policy 
course, and they are trying to resurrect the spirit of cold war. The reactionary 
imperialist circles of the United States and other states, with the connivance of 
the Beijing leadership, are creating dangerous hotbeds of the threat of war and are 
organizing intereference in the independent state's internal affairs. Attempts are 
being made to undermine the unity of the socialist countries. 
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Under these conditions the CPSU and the Soviet Government are tirelessly monitoring 
the intrigues of the enemies of peace and doing everything necessary to maintain the 
country's defense capability at the proper level and to strengthen the combat might 
of the army and navy. 


Created by V.1. Lenin and educated by the Communist Party in a spirit of Soviet 

patriotiam and proletarian internationalism, the USSR Armed Forces are boundlessly 
devoted to their people and the cause of communism. In single formation with the 
fraternal armies of the Warsaw Pact states they are vigilantly standing guard over 
peace and reliably safeguarding the security of the socialist communist countries. 


Precongress socialist competition in the army and navy has helped the improvement 
of field, air and naval training, the strengthening of discipline and firm military 


order and the growth of the excellent-rated subunits, units and ships. Combat 
readiness has been raised to a new level. 


Comrade army and navy servicemen! 
Comrade veterans of the USSR Armed Forces! 


I congratulate you on your national holiday--Soviet Army and Navy Day. I wish the 
entire personnel new successes in combat and political training and the enhancement 
of the armed forces' combat readiness. 


To mark the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy I order: 


That on 23 February 1981 at 2100 firework displays be held in the capital of our 
motherland, the Hero-City of Moscow, the capitals of the union republics, the Hero- 
Cities ot Leningrad, Volgograd, Odessa, Sevastopol, Novorossiysk, Kerch and Tula, 

the Hero-Fortress of Brest, and also the cities of Kaliningrad, Lvov, Rostov-na-Donu, 
Kuybyshev, Sverdlovsk, Novosibirsk, Chita, Khabarovsk, Vladivostok and Severomorsk. 


Long live the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy! 

Long live the heroic Soviet people and their armed forces! 

Glory to the CPSU--the inspirer and organizer of all our victories! 

{Signed/ Marshal of the Soviet Union D. Ustinov, USSR defense minister, 23 February 
Ogarkov Article 

Moscow SOVETSKAYA ROSSIYA in Russian 22 Feb 81 pp 1-2 


{Article by Marshal of the Soviet Union N. Ogarkov, chief of General Staff of the 
Armed Forces and USSR first deputy defense minister, under the rubric “Tomorrow Is 
Soviet Army and Navy Day:" “Standing Guard Over Peaceful Labor"/ 


{Text7 Soviet Army and Navy Day is being celebrated in a special atmosphere this year. 
It is illumined by the light of the 26th CPSU Congress which opens 23 February. And 
that is profoundly symbolic. The Soviet Armed Forces' historic, eternally unfading 
victories which were now in fierce fighting against the forces of imperialism for 

the honor, freedom and independence of the motherland of Great October are linked 
organically with our party's multifaceted and titanic activity. 
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The birth of the Soviet Army and Navy is inseparable from the name of V.I. Lenin, 
The leader of the world proletariat takes the historical credit for the scientific 
elaboration of the military program of the socialist revolution, the teaching of the 
defense of the socialist fatherland and the sociopolitical and organizational 
principles of Soviet military building. 


The Soviet Army and Navy created by the party had already gained victory over the 
foreign interventionists and White Guards back in the Civil War. The party Central 
Committee became the real headquarters of the collective leadership of the armed 
struggle. Ase V.1. Lenin put it, it was the combat organ “of a combat party in the 
Civil War era...." 





The Communist Party acted as the leader, organizer and general of the Soviet people 
and their armed forces during the grim period of the Great Patriotic War. The party 
focused all its organizational talent, the full force of the mighty commun.ty of 
peoples of the USSR and their vigor, persistence and will on the defeat of iascism. 
The best forces of the party and its Central Committee were at the most dangerous 
and crucial sectors of the fight against the invaders--at the front and in the rear. 


In very fierce defensive engagements the Soviet Army and Navy first wore down and 
drained the crack groupings of the German Fascist troops and then dealt them crushing 
blows. Developing their victorious offensive, they drove the invaders from their 
native land, liberated a number of European countries and hoisted the banner of victory 
over the citadel of fascism--Berlin. And soon after, with a view to eliminating the 
hotbed of war in the Far East and ensuring the Soviet Union's security and the 
speediest establishment of peace throughout the world, our armed forces, fulfilling 
their alliance commitments, utterly routed the Kwantung Army--the main strike force 

of militarist Japan. 


The victory of the Soviet people and their valiant armed forces in the Great Patriotic 
War is of truly worldwide historic significance. It exerted a tremendous influence 
on mankind's postwar development and the lives of millions of people in the world. 


The Seviet people are a creator-people. Safeguarding lasting peace on earth is the 
supreme goal of the CPSU's policy. “The Soviet Union's foreign policy,” Comrade 

L.I. Brezhnev stressed in his New Year's congratulations to the Soviet people “pursues 
Clear and noble goals. We want peace for all the peoples. Our allegiance to the 
ideals of freedom, justice and progress is unshakable. The Soviet Union resolutely 
advocates detente and the strengthening of cooperation and says a firm ‘no’ to the 
arms race, to the complications and conflicts caused by imperialist policy.” 


The events of the past few years have reaffirmed that international imperialism and 
its accomplices have not abandoned aggressive warfare as a means of policy in 
resolving the main contradiction of the present era--the contradiction between 
socialism and capitalism. The main gamble here is on the use of nuclear weapons. 
Graphic evidence of this is the United States' “new nuclear strategy” which is already 
assuming specific forms. The creation of the Rapid Deployment Force, the expansion 

of the network of military bases in a number of Near and Middle Eastern countries, 

the stockpiling of heavy armaments in strategically important parts of the world, 
preparation for the deployment of new U.S. nuclear missiles in West European countries 
and much else besides also serve imperialism's aggressive aspirations. Reactionary 
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circles in the Weat are increasing the military budgets with every passing year, 
forcing ever more persistently a new spiral of the unrestrained arma race and 
undertaking material preparation for new aggressive wars, 


Today's Chinese hegemoniate are forming a bloc with the forces of extreme reaction, 
Beijing's rapprochement with the most aggressive circles of the United States and 
other imperialist states is a new source of war danger. 


The ideologists of imperialiam are trying to mislead the world public and to justify 
the toughening of the West's military-political course with the notorious myth of 
the “Soviet military threat.” 


However, the entire history of our Soviet motherland refutes these idle fabrications. 
Since the Soviet state's very first days its foreign policy hes been and remains 
aimed precisely at the consolidation of peace among the peoples and the assertion of 
Lenin's principles of the peaceful coexistence of states with different sociopolitical 
systems. 


The Soviet state's military doctrine fully accords with the peace-loving nature of 
ite Leninist foreign policy. This doctrine has a strictly defensive thrust and is 
geared to the defense of the socialist fatherland and Soviet people's peaceful labor. 


The defensive nature of Soviet military doctrine is also clearly expressed in the 
fact that expenditure on the country's defense and the development of the armed 
forces is not in excess of what is necessary both for the USSR's reliable security 
and to ensure that no one is tempted to try to resolve by force in their own favor 
the historical dispute between the two opposing social systems. 


At the same time Soviet military doctrine provided for the armed forces’ resolute 
actions in the event of an aggressor's attacking the USSR or its allies. In 
accordance with this they possess in full measure the art of performing not only 
defense actions but also of waging modern offensive battles and operations on land, 
in the air and at sea. 


Soviet military doctrine attaches great significance to the principles of inter- 
nationalism and the USSR Armed Forces' close cooperation with the armies of the 
fraternal socialist countries. The Soviet Armed Forces are profoundly international 
in composition, nature and historical predestination. They are an equal member of 
the combat alliance of the armies of the countries of the Warsaw Pact which reliably 
defends the socialist community. 


Our party's Central Committee and the CPSU Central Committee Politburo pay unremitting 
attention to questions of further strengthening the country's defense capability and 
improving the Soviet Armed Forces. A great personal contribution to this is made by 
Comrade L.I. Brezhnev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, chairman of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium and chairman of the USSR Defense Council. All the 
most important questions of the safeguarding of the Soviet state's security are 
resolved under his immediate leadership. 


Under the conditions of mature socialism the Soviet Armed Forces have entered a new 
stage of their development. They mirror the enormous changes which have taken place 
in the country in the sociopolitical, economic, scientific and technical and spiritual 
spheres. 
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One of theit characteristic features lies in the further strengthening of their 

unity with the people. The ties and relationships between the army and the people 
are now becoming increasingly rich and multifaceted, The Soviet servicemen are 

full and equal citizens of their country and take an active part in its sociopolitical 
and economic life. Many army and navy representatives are deputies of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet and the Supreme Soviets of the union and autonomous republics and the 
local soviets and perform fruitful work in party, soviet and public organizations. 
The very best army and navy communists have been elected delegates to the 26th 

CPSU Congress. 


The Soviet Acmed Forces' lofty historic destiny lies, as is well known, in ensuring 
the reliable defense of their socialist fatherland, and the defense of the revolu- 
tionary gains and peaceful labor of the Soviet people and the peoples of the socialist 
Countries which are friendly to us. At the same time the Soviet Army and Navy simul- 
taneously fulfill an important social task--the task of rearing ardent patriots of our 
motherland, convinced internationalists and active builders of the communist 

society. 


The Soviet Armed Forces' educational role received a high assessment of the 24th and 
25th party congresses. Its tremendous significance has repeatedly been stressed by 
Comrade L.I. Brezhnev. In our country, he has said, military service is not only a 
school of combat skill. It is at the same time a fine school of ideological and 
physical tempering, discipline and organization. 


The USSR's modern armed forces are the living embodiment of socialist internationalism. 
Lenin's immortal ideas of internationalism have been implemented and are being success- 
fully developed inside the Warsaw Pact, within whose framework now the combat 
traditions born in the struggle against the class enemies are being augmented, the 
combat skill of the fraternal armies' servicemen is being improved and their inde- 
structible friendship and combat alliance are being strengthened. 


The Soviet Armed Forces' combat might has now been raised to a qualitatively new 
level. The capabilities of all branches of the armed forces and categories of troops 
have increased immeasurably. The main and determining indicator of their might is 
their high combat readiness which guarantees an immediate rebuff to any aggressor. 


The modern weapons with which our army and navy are equipped are making substantial 
changes in the forms and means of waging combat operations and in the organization 

of troops and naval forces. The armed forces' further development is being implemented 
on the basis of a dialectical understanding of the role and plece otf man and equip- 
ment in warfare, on the basis of principle of attaining the maximum efficiency with 

the minimal economic outlays. This ensures the fruitful training and education of 

the servicemen, the necessary standard of combat readiness and the maximum utili- 
zation of the military equipment's potential. 


Soviet military science plays an important role in elaborating topical problems of 
Soviet military building and in resolving the tasks of strengthening the country's 
defense capability and the combat might of the army and navy. Under the conditions 
of rapid scientific and technical progress Soviet military science is becoming an 
increasingly effective means of improving the quality of combat and operational 
training and the system of the troops’ instruction and education. 
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The entire activity of the military councils, commanders, political organs and statis 
is subordinated to the successful solution of the tasks of enhancing the Soviet 

Acmed Forces' combat readiness. Their strenuous ideological and organizational work 
helpe to rally Soviet servicemen around the Communist Party and its Leninist Central 
Committee, to improve the political morale of the personnel and to mobilize them for 
the successful solution of the tasks of improving field, naval and flight training. 
This made it possible in the past training year to achieve new results in the personnel's 
study and service discipline and organization on the basis of the patriotic movement 
widespread in units and on ships for a fitting greeting to the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The number of excellent-rated servicemen and class specialists has increased in the 
military districts, groups of forces and fleets, and the level of units' and ships’ 
combat readiness has improved. The majority have fulfilled their socialist pledges 
and many have won an “excellent” rating. 


The start of the present training year has also been marked by a high degree of 
patriotic enthusiasm. Like all Soviet people, army and navy servicemen have taken a 
businesslike part in the discussion of the CPSU Central Committee draft "The Basic 
Guidelines for the Economic and Social Development of the USSR for 1981-85 and for 
the Period Through 1990." By their shock military labor and extensive socialist 
competition in units and on ships under the siogan “For High Combat Readiness and 
Firm Military Order!" they are graphically demonstrating both their profound under- 
standing of their personal responsibility for the defense of the Soviet mother land 
and their wholehearted devotion to the cause of communism. 


The USSR Armed Forces are greeting the 26th CPSU Congress, which opens 23 February, 
and their 63d anniversary stronger and more combat ready than ever before. Bound- 
lessly devoted to their people and to the cause of the Communist Party, Soviet 
servicemen swear to continue to mount vigilant guard over the gains of socialism and 
the Soviet People's peaceful creative labor, and to serve as the reliable bulwark of 
world peace. 


Sokolov Comment 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 22 Feb 61 p 2 


(Article by Marshal of the Soviet Union S. Sokolov, USSR first deputy defense minister: 
"Motherland's Reliable Shield"7 


[Text/ Tomorrow is Soviet Army and Navy Day. This year the holiday coincides with the 
opening of the 26th CPSU Congress, which will determine the strategy and tactics of 
struggle in the upcoming stage of communist building and will provide powerful 
impetus for glorious new deeds. 





Soviet servicemen are proud of Lenin's party. They are monolithically rallied around 
the Communist Party, its Central Committee and the Central Committee Politburo, 

headed by Comrade L.I. Brezhnev, that loyal Marxist-Leninist and outstanding 

Statesman and politician of our time. Like our whole people, servicemen who! ~neartedly 
and unanimously approve the draft "The Basic Guidelines for the Economic and Social 


Development of the USSR for 1981-85 and for the Period Through 1990" and the party's 








domest c and foreign policy. The party's precongress platform is full of concern 
for the further blossoming of our socialist motherland, the strengthening of its 
economic and defense might and the steady boosting of the people's material and 
cultural living standards. 


The CPSU Central Committee draft for the 26th Party Congress once again cogently shows 
that all the thoughts and all the activity of the CPSU and our 267 million-strong 
people are linked with labor and are aimed at further strengthening the developed 
socialist society and creating the material and technical base of communism. 


On Soviet Army and Navy Day our country fetes the motherland's armed defenders-- 
veterans of the Civil and Great Patriotic Wars and those who are today in the 
military canks and who by their persistent and hard martial labor are forging the 
combat might of the Soviet Armed Forces, which guard socialism's great gains and 
peace on earth. 


Our armed forces are 63 years old. And for all these years they have faithfully 
served their people and the Communist Party cause. They have honorably fulfilled 
and are honorably fulfilling Lenin's behest--"Protect the revolution's gains, our 
people's power, the soviets of soldier, worker and peasant deputies and the whole 
new, truly democratic system from all enemies of the people...." 


Our Red Army, created by the party, headed by V.I. Lenin, coped brilliantly with these 
truly historic tasks during the Civil War. Under the party's leadership the revo- 
lution's defenders struggled selflessly against the well-armed and well-trained 
interventionist forces and White Guards, routed them utterly and defended the world's 
first socialist worker and peasant state in battle. The Red Army's operations to 
rout the forces of Kolchak, Denikin, Yudenich and Vrangel, the fierce battles of 
Tsaritsyn, Petrograd and Kakhovka, the heroic storming of Perekop and Volochayevka, 
the boldness and resolve of the troops' operations to this day elicit the admiration 
of our friends and the consternation of our enemies. The exploits of the Civil War 
heroes have been and continue to be for our young people and armed forces servicemen 
an inspiring example of selfless struggle for the cause of the party and the people. 


Our armed forces covered their combat banners in unfading glory during the Great 
Patriotic War, which was a gigantic military clash between socialism and imperialism's 
shock forces and its most somber and monstrous offspring--Fascism. 


No less than 190 armed divisions--5.5 million soldiers and officers, about 4, 300 
tanks, up to 5,000 aircraft and more than 47,000 artillery pieces and mortars--made 
up the huge invasion army that Fascist Germany and its satellites perfidiously 
hurled against the Soviet Union, without declaring war. No army in the world could 
have contained the kind of assault that crashed down on our country. 


Led by the party and closely linked with the people, the Soviet Army and Navy held 
out against the furious enemy onslaught. They not only held out but actually routed 
the German Fascist invaders. 











Our victory was forged in the fierce battle of Smolensk, in the snows of the Moscow 
region, where our troops buried Hitler's “blitzkrieg” once and for all, in the battle 
of Stalingrad, the greatest in history, which lasted 200 days and nights, in the 
famous battle of Kursk in which, despite the absence of a second front in Europe, 
Hitler's army was confronted with military catastrophe thanks to the might of Soviet 
weapons. 


In 1944 our army struck crushing blows against the enemy at Leningrad and Novgorod, 
in the Baltic region and Belorussia, in right-bank Ukraine and around Kishinev and, 
having completely cleared their country's territory of the invaders, began imple- 
menting the great liberating mission beyond our motherland. The biygest offensive 
operations of 1945 in terms of their scope and results culminated in the battle for 
Berlin. The Soviet soldier, having passed through the grim trials of a war that had 
lasted almost 4 years and having displayed in battle boundless devotion to the 
socialist motherland and unprecedented courage, steadfastness and heroism, hoisted 
the red banner of victory over the defeated Reichstag. A few months later the Soviet 
Army routed imperialist Japan's million-strong Kwangtung Army. 


The victory over Fascist Germany and imperialist Japan was achieved through the 
efforts of many peoples. But the decisive role in it was that of the Soviet Union 
and its army. The Soviet-German front was the main, decisive front of World War II. 
Soviet people shouldered the brunt of the war. “Our wonderful people, heroic 
people, Herculean people,” Comrade L.I. Brezhnev has said, “raised high above the 
world the glory-covered Leninist banner, the banner of Great October, the banner of 
socialism, and carried it victoriously through the mire of the war years.” 


The inspirer and organizer of the nationwide struggle that culminated in our worldwide 
historic victory was the Leninist Communist Party. As during the Civil War, it was a 
truly battling party. The party channeled all its organizing genius, all the strength 
of the mighty community of USSR peoples, and their energy, steadfastness, courage and 
will into routing fascism. More than half the party membership was in the field army. 
By the end of the war one Soviet serviceman in four was a party member or candidate 
member. In battle the communists set an example of fearlessness and heroism to all 
servicemen. 


The Soviet people's victory in the Great Patriotic War and the rout of German fascism 
and Japanese militarism created favorable conditions for the implementation of 
socialist revolutions in a number of European and Asian countries, the development 

of the national liberation struggle and new upsurge in the international communist 
and workers movement. 


For more than 30 years now, since the Great Patriotic War, Soviet people have been 
living under conditions of peace, devoting all their strength to creative labor. 

This is a great achievement of the Leninist peace policy pursued by our Communist 
Party, along with the socialist countries’ fraternal parties. It is to the credit 

of the Soviet Armed Forces, which are an invincible bastion of world peace and the 
peoples’ security and a mighty means of curbing the imperialists’ aggressive intrigues. 
The very fact of the existence of a powerful Soviet Army and Navy has a cautionary 
effect on lovers of international banditry and military adventures. Relying on their 
economic and defense might, the Soviet Union and the other socialist community countries 
made the decisive contribution to the improvement in the international situation 
achieved during the seventies. 














However, aggressive imperialist forces pitted against the positive processes a 
policy dictated by reluctance to come to terms with the realities of the modern 
world--the consolidation of socialism's positions, the successes of the national 
liberation movement and the growth of freedom-loving democratic forces as a whole. 


In an endeavor to retard the objective process of the renewal of the world, the 
leaders of the NATO military bloc and primarily of the United States steered a course 
toward disrupting the prevailing world military equilibrium in their own favor and 

to the detriment of the Soviet Union and the socialist countries, to the detriment 

of international detente and the peoples’ security. This is manifested in their 
stepping up the arms race, the growth of military budgets, the unleashing of provo- 
cations against the socialist and other independent states, NATO's militarist 
activeness and the desire to turn West Europe into the launchpad for qualitatively 
new U.S. nuclear missile weapons. The Chinese hegemonists are actively playing the 
role of imperialism's accomplice. 


In this complex international situation the CPSU Central Committee and the Soviet 
state, displaying restraint, firmness and principle, are continuing to implement 
consistently and persistently the course of preserving peace and safeguarding the 
security of the Soviet people and international security as a whole. At the same 
time our party and its Leninist Central Committee are drawing the necessary con- 
clusions from the prevailing international situation and the deterioration in it 
through the fault of certain U.S. imperialist circles. 


When he delivered the report at the 25th CPSU Congress Comrade L.I. Brezhnev stressed 
that our party would do everything to ensure that the Soviet Union's glorious armed 
forces continued to have all the requisite means to fulfill their crucial task--being 
the guardian of the Soviet people's peaceful labor and the bastion of world peace. 
Today, on the threshold of the scheduled 26th CPSU Congress, we note with satisfaction 
that the party has purposefully resolved and is resolving this task. Thanks to this, 
the USSR's Armed Forces are equal to present-day demands. 





The complexity and responsibility of the tasks the Soviet Armed Forces are now 
resolving govern a steady increase in the Communist Party's role in the leadership 

of military building. On the basis of the creative development of Lenin's teaching 
on the defense of socialism's gains and in the light of the accumulated experience 
and the latest achievements of science and technology and the peculiarities of the 
present international situation, the CPSU elaborates urgent problems of military 
theory, determines military technical policy, improves troops’ organization, their 
level of technical equipment, methods >f troop control, and the training, education 
and placement of military cadres, strengthens the principle of sole responsibility 
fyedinonachaliye/ and implements measures to increase the effectiveness of servicemen's 
ideological and political education. There is no sphere of military matters in which 
the directing and mobilizing role of the CPSU, its Leninist Central Committee and the 
Central Committee Politburo, headed by Comrade L.I. Brezhnev, is not manifested. 


The CPSU shows constant concern for strengthening the friendship and cohesion of the 
socialist community countries and improving the socialist countries’ collective 
defensive organization--the Warsaw Pact. Shoulder to shoulder and in a single combat 
formation, Soviet servicemen and servicemen in the fraternal armies are guarding their 
peoples’ revolutionary gains and the socialist community countries’ security. 
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The Soviet Army and Navy are strong by virtue of their indissoluble ties with their 
people, the incontestable advantages of the socialist secial and state system and 
the party's wise leadership. The just and noble nature of the UBER Armed Forces’ 
aims and tasks and the party's constant concern for strengthening their combat might 
generate tremendous enthusiasm in Soviet servicemen, Today, on the eve of the 26th 
party congress and the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Armed Porces, servicemen are 
reporting to the motherland, the party and the people their successful solution of 
the crucial tasks entrusted to them, their increased field, aerial and marine skill, 
the further strengthening of discipline and the improvement of combat readiness, which, 
a6 Marehal of the Soviet Union D.F, Ustinov, member of the CPSU Central Committee 
Politburo and USSR defense minister, points out, is the concentrated expression of 
the state of the armed forces and the determining indicator of their combat might. 


As always, the communiste--active champions of the party's policy in the armed 
forces--ate marching in the front canks of our servicemen, 


in order to tirelessly improve combat readiness it is important to continue to actively 
inetill in all servicemen a communist attitude toward martial labor and a sense of 
personal responsibility for the results of their studies and service and for the state 
of affaires in the subunit and unit, to resolutely combat indulgence and oversimpli- 
fication in combat training and to display an exacting approach toward assessing what 
has been achieved. 


Educated by the Communist Party in their people's glorious revolutionary, combat and 
labor traditions and in the spirit of Marxiem-Leniniem and communist conviction, the 
servicemen of the Soviet Armed Forces are bearing aloft their glory-covered combat 
banners and honorably fulfilling their constitutional duty to the people--doing every- 
thing necessary to ensure that no intrigues by aggressive imperialist forces and their 
accomplices can hamper our country's onward movement along the road of building 
communism. 


Kurkotkin on Jubilee 
Moscow PONOMICHESKAYA GAZETA No 6, 1981 (signed to press 16 Feb 81) p 9 


(/Acticle by Army Gen 8.K. Kurkotkin, USGR deputy defense minister, under the general 
headline: “Toward the 63d Anniversary of the Soviet Acmy and Navy:" “The Reliable 
Guardian of Socialism and Peace"/7 


(Excerpts/ It has been 63 years since those memorable days in February 1918 when in 
the Pskov and Narva sectors armed detachments of the young socialist republic firmly 
resisted the Kaiser's invaders, in 80 doing announcing to the world the birth of a 
new type of army--an army free from the exploitation of workers and peasants. Since 
that time our valiant armed forces have been reliably safeguarding the gains of 
socialism and the Soviet people's peaceful labor. 


Born of October 


We are celebrating the anniversary of the Soviet Army and Navy on the opening day of 
the 26th Congress of the CPSU, which under V.I. Lenin's leadership created for the 
first time in history a genuine people's army--the pride and glory of our motherland 
and the reliable guardian of communist creation. 
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From ite ineeption the Soviet Army was built and trained as a people's army and a 
revolutionary army, Unlike military organisations in all exploitative socioeconomic 
systems, it has firm ties with the people, whose creature it is, Por the first time 
in world history its weapons have been employed not against the people but in their 
defense, not to seize foreign territory but to defend the republic of the sovietes 
against its enemies’ encroachments, 


Close, all-round ties between the people and the army are only possible under 
socialiam on the basis of the indissoluble alliance between the working clase and the 
peasantry and among all the peoples in our country=--a unity forged by the CPSU. The 
unity of the people and the army is a militarily indispensable force. 


On a Fiem Poundation 


The armed forces’ 634 anniversary is being celebrated at a time when the 10th 5-Year 
Plan has been completed and the first year of the lith 5-Year Plan has made a 
successful start and when the Soviet people and their servicemen are greeting the 
26th Congress of Lenin's party with labor and military successes. In the period 
since the 25th CPSU Congress our country has progressed in every sphere of social 
deve lopment. 


The 10th 5-Year Plan, as the CPSU Central Committee October (1980) Plenum pointed 
out, will occupy a worthy place in the history of the heroic deeds of the Soviet 
people as they confidently travel the road to communism. 


Drawing on their growing economic and defense might, the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist community countries are consistently pursuing a peace-loving foreign policy 
course .imed at restructuring the whole system of international relations in accor- 
dance with the principles of the peaceful coexistence between states with different 
systems. An exceptionally large amount was done in this regard in the seventies. 

But the international situation noticeably deteriorated at the end of the seventies 
and at the start of the eighties. The underlying cause of its deliberate exacerbation 
was the reluctance of reactionary imperialist circles to take account of the 
realities of the modern world--the strengthening of socialism's positions and the 
successes of the peoples’ liberation struggle. To the accompaniment of a propaganda 
hullabaloo about an alleged "“Sov.et threat,” aggressive imperialist forces and 

their accomplices made fierce attacks against detente and are trying to reverse the 
objective course of world development. 


Having conceived the desire to upset the present equality /ravenstvo7 of military 

forces and to achieve military superiority over socialism, imperialismis trying to 
heat up the arms race. The Pentagon, for example, submitted a $200 billion budget 
for 1982. 





Proposals are now being submitted for increasing it by several more tens of billions. 
NATO's European member countries and Japan are modernizing existing arms and starting 
to produce new ones. In Directive 59 the U.S. administration announced a so-called 
“new nuclear strategy,” which proclaims a course of creating the potential for a 
first strike against military installations and administrative and political centers 
in the USSR, effectively tries to legitimize the waging of “limited nuclear war” in 
Europe and militarily and politically underpins U.S. imperialism's claims to world 
domination. A dangerous new phenomenon in world politics is, as the CPSU Central 
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Committee June (1960) Plenum stressed, the parnership between imperialiam and Beijing 
hegemoniam, Heijing is strenuously seeking ite imperialist partners’ assistance in 
implementing the plans for the “four modernisations,” building up the country's 
military and economic potential and turning China into a strong, militariset power, 


In this complex and contradictory situation the CPSU Central Committee and the 
Soviet Government are resolutely and consistently pursuing a course of preserving 
peace and safeguarding the Soviet people's security and international security a6 a 
whole. This was confirmed with renewed foree by L.I. Breshnev's visit to India, 
which was one of the major steps in Soviet foreign policy aimed at strengthening 
world peace, 


At the same time our country must also improve ite defense. Thanks to the concern 
of the party and the people and to the successes in the development of the economy, 
science and technology, the Soviet Armed Forces have all the equipment they require 
for reliably defending the motherland, The Soviet Army is a first-class army as 
regards the provision of technical equipment. its organisational structure is 
improving, and military science and the art of warfare are developing. All this is 
accompanied by a further increase in the Goviet Armed Forces’ combat might. At all 
hours and in all weathers, troops and naval forces are undergoing intensive combat 
and political training. In every training period the armed forces of the Land of 
the soviets are solving ever more complex training and combat tasks resulting from 
the rapid development of soldiering. 


Always With the People 


The Soviet Armed Forces are celebrating their jubilee strong, closely rallied around 
the CPSU and ready to deal a crushing rebuff to any aggressor. This is the result of 
the Soviet people's selfless labor to provide the army and navy with everything they 
need and the purposeful military activity of our splendid soldiers, NCO's, officers 
and generals. 


The USSR Armed Forces’ superiority has lain and continues to lie in the troops’ 
greater ideological commitment and consciousness and their deep socialist patriotism. 
The personnel of the army and navy possess high moral, political, psychological and 
combat qualities. As a result of our society's social and cultural progress and the 
Communist Party's concern the general educational level of potential draftees and ali 
servicemen has risen considerably. Around 80 percent of the personnel have had higher 
or secondary education (before the Great Patriotic War this was true of only around 

12 percent of servicemen). More than 90 percent of officers are communists or 
Komsomol members. 


The social role of servicemen in a developed socialist society is constantly increasing 
and is embodied in their active participation in the country's social, state and 
economic affairs. The range of work done by the defenders of the motherland is 
particularly great. Servicemen build apartment houses and roads and help gather the 
harvest. It is well-known that a section of the Baykal-Amur main railroad is being 
build by soldiers. They are displaying great courage and a deep sense of responsi- 
bility for the task entrusted to them. Every fall thousands of servicemen9° off to 
gather the harvest in Kazakhstan, Altayskiy and Krasnodarskiy Kray and other areas, 
helping rural workers considerably. Military truck drivers transport millions of tons 
of agricultural freight. The conscientious labor of many army collectives has been 
pointed out by local soviet, party and economic organs. 
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The army i8 a4 Kind of sehool, training cadres for the national economy. very year, 
when on completion of service servicemen are transferred to the reserves, kolkhoses 
and sevkhoges gain tens of thousands of skilled specialists. The tempering acquired 
during military service helps them to work where not just professional skills but 
also civic maturity and deep moral resolve are particularly needed, The abundance 
of technical equipment at the disposal of the army and navy creates the conditions 
necessary to ensure that during his service almost every serviceman acquires specialist 
knowledge of one sort of another. We returns to production as a more skilled worker 
or kolkhoe member than he was before being drafted. The Soviet Army is thus making 
a definite contribution to developing society's production forces and creating com- 
muniem's material and technical base. 


As full citizens of the USSR the servicemen of the Soviet Armed Forces actively par- 
ticipate in sociopolitical measures carried out by the party and the socialist state. 
Along with all working people they elect the organe of Soviet power and work in local 
social organizations. During election campaigns officers, cadets and soldiers fre- 
quently work a8 agitators and agents, deliver reports and give talks to the working 
people, and work on electoral commissions. At general meetings of the personnel of 
subunits and at party and Komsomol meetings servicemen discuss political events of 
paramount importance in our domestic and international life and draft state plane and 
party materials relating to forthcoming congresses. Like all our country's citizens 
they actively discussed and submitted their proposals for the CPSU Central Committee 
Graft for the 26th Party Congress. Army communists’ finest representatives are among 
the 26th CPBU Congress delegates. 


The personnel of the armed forces responded warmly to the CPSU Central Committee 
resolution “On Socialist Competition to Greet the 26th CPSU Congress in a Fitting 
Manner,” which engendered new patriotic initiatives. Socialist competition is aimed 
primarily at further increasing vigilance and combat readiness. In units and on ships 
a struggle is underway to ensure the effectiveness of the whole combat and political 
training process and to increase proficiency on land, in the air and at sea. 


The Soviet Constitution states that the defense of the socialist fatherland is the 
sacred duty of every Soviet citizen and is the business of all the people. In their 
day-to-day military service the personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces demonstrate a 
constant readiness to fulfill with honor their patriotic and internationalist duty-- 
to be the reliable guardian of socialism and a bulwark of world peace. 


CSO: 1801/220 
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FURTHER ON 63D SOVIET ARMY, NAVY JUBILEE 

Ogarkov Hoste Party 
Moscow KRASNAYA .VEZDA in Russian 27 Feb 61 p 3 
(Onattributed report: “In Honor of the Important Date"7 


[Text/ On 21 February, on the occasion of the 634 anniversary of the Soviet Army and 
Navy, Marshal of the Soviet Union N.V. Ogarkov, chief of the General Staff of the 
Armed Forces and USSR first deputy defense minister, gave a reception. 


The reception was attended by marshals of the Soviet Union, marshals of categories 
of troops, generals, admirals and officers of the Soviet Army and Navy, veterans of 
the Great Patriotic War, and representatives of party and Soviet organizations. 


Among the guests were military, naval and air attaches from foreign state embassies. 
The reception was held in a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
A concert was given for those present. 
Gorshkov Article 
Mo cow SOTSIALISTICHESKAYA INDUSTRIYA in Russian 23 Feb 61 p 4 


(Article by Admiral of the Fleet of the Soviet Union &. Gorshkov, commander in chief 
of the navy and USSR deputy defense minister, under the rubric “Today Is Soviet Army 
and Navy Day:" “Watching Over the Mother land"7 


/Text7 This year's Soviet Army and Navy Day coincides with a historic event--the open- 
ing of the 26th Party Congress which will sum up the results of fulfillment of the 
10th 5-Year Plan and define new targets in the economic, sociopolitical and spiritual 
development of Soviet society and in the struggle to maintain peace and strengthen 
international security. 


Our country's historic achievements embody the wisdom and perspicacity of the Leninist 
party and the creative energy and labor heroism of the working class, kolkhoz peasantry 
and intelligentsia. A fitting contribution has also been made to these achievements 
by our glorious armed forces, which reliably protect the gains of socialism. Their 
loyalty to the party's cause and the motherland is indicated convincingly by the 
entire heroic path of our army and navy over 63 years. 
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Guided by the Leninist ideas and principles of military building, the Communist 
Party created the world's firet army of workers and peasants, the army of the 
victorious proletarian revolution, capable of reliably defending the working people's 
socialist gains. The Red Army and the fleet of the Soviet Republic defeated the 
combined forces of external and internal counterrevolution in a fierce struggle on 
the fronts of the Civil War. 


During the prewar S-year plans, in connection with the danger of an attack on our 
country, the Communist Party adopted measures to reequip all branches of the armed 
forces and create a firm material basis for rebuffing aggression. 





The Great Patriotic War was the biggest military confrontation between socialism and 
imperialiam's strike forces. The battles in which the Soviet people and their armed 
forces, guided and inspired by the Communist Party, secured complete victory over 
Fasciem--battles unprecedented in their scale and fierceness--lasted 1,416 days and 
nights. 


The Soviet Union's path to victory was difficult and prolonged. The Soviet Army 

and Navy withstood the enemy's perfidious blow, stood firm in an extremely difficult 
Situation and then crushed the world's strongest war machine and won a worldwide 
historic victory. The Soviet Union's armed forces not only defended their motherland 
but fulfilled with honor a great liberating mission in Burope and Asia. 


In the postwar years the Communist Party and Soviet Government, as well as resolving 
tasks of restoring the economy, devoted and continue to devote the necessary attention 
to questions of strengthening the country's defense capability and improving the 
armed forces. This was an urgent need. 





The recent course of international events shows that, disregarding the lessons of 
history, imperialism--above all U.S. imperialism--is trying to gamble on force in 
interstate relations. It is setting the pattern in the arms race, constructing new 
military bases,interfering flagrantly in many countries’ and peoples’ internal affairs 
and creating dangerous hotbeds of military conflicts in various parts of the world. 
The latest step increasing the danger of nuclear missile conflict is the U.S. adoption 
of the so-called “new nuclear strategy” and the NATO decision on deploying in Europe 
new American medium-range missile systems targeted on tne USSR and the other 
socialist countries. 


The United States, building up its naval strike power, has used it intensively in the 
interests of implementing an aggressive policy in the wars in Korea and Indochina and 
in numerous conflicts in the Near East and regions of Latin America, the Indian Ocean 
and Persian Gulf zone and other parts of the world. Today a large U.S. naval grouping, 
including aircraft carriers, is still in the Persian Gulf-Indian Ocean. Transports 
carrying weapons and equipment to support the Marines are concentrated at the Diego 
Garcia base located in the Indian Ocean. A grouping of forces which form the nucleus 
of the so-called Rapid Deployment Forces is concentrated in the Indian Ocean Zone. 


Beijing acts in unison with imperialist reaction. Its anti-Sovietism is becoming 
increasingly malicious and refined in nature. 
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In these conditions the Communist Party and the Soviet state display unremitting 
concern for maintaining our motherland's defense at the necessary level and further 
strengthening the armed forces, which have special responsibility for defending the 
gains of October. 


The increased potential of the socialist economy and the achievements of scientific 
and technical progress have made it possible to raise the combat might of the Soviet 
Union's armed forces to a new level, 


Our Strategic Rocket Forces are armed with up-to-date missiles and reliable guidance 
systems and are constancly ready to inflict a retaliatory strike on an aggressor. 


The Ground Forces are the branch of the armed forces which is strongest numerically 
and most diverse in terme of combat makeup. Their strike power and firepower, 
maneuverability and mobility are increasing. Their firepower is based on operational 
and tactical missile weapons. The artillery, tank troops and airborne forces have 
been further developed. 





The country's Air Defense Forces, which are in a state of constant readiness to defend 
the state and the troops against airborne strikes, are equipped with modern means of 
warning of an enemy attack and aviation and antiaircraft hardware. 


The Air Forces, of which missile-carrying aircraft form the basis, possess high combat 
qualities. The combat machines in the air force arsenal can travel at supersonic 
speeds and are equipped with powerful missile and gun armaments and sophisticated 
radioelectronic equipment. 


Such aircraft are capable of operating success:ully in complex meteorological con- 
ditions, at low and high altitudes and over long distances. 


Our country is a great maritime power, and in order to reliably defend the sea 
borders it has a mighty navy which includes submarines and surface ships of various 
kinds, naval aviation and units of Marines. 


The acquisition of nuclear power units and the development of missile technology and 
radioelectronics have opened up ways of further improving nuclear submarines, which 
have become the main strike force of the modern fleet. Our surface fleet has also 
received a generation of qualitatively new ships. These are missile, antisubmarine, 
antimine, landing and other ships, capable of operating in any region of the world 
ocean. The class of aircraft carriers is being intensively developed within our 
fleet. 


Naval seamen, constantly remembering their military duty and their responsibility to 
the motherland, have approached the 26th CPSU Congress with high indicators in combat 
and political training. In the course of precongress competition the quality and 
effectiveness of resolution of tasks in combat readiness and in strengthening military 
discipline and order were improved. 


The fleet's communists, who are the originators of many patriotic initiatives, 
march in the vanguard of the struggle for the best results in training, service and 
discipline. The rest of them, like submarine commander Cap 2d Class WN. Germanov, 
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political worker Capt 2d Clase V. Popov, Capt jd Clase A. Kusmin, commander of the 
Petropeviovek, Lt Col A. Savitekiy, commander of an aviation regiment, Ma) V. 

Polosin, commander of a marine battalion, Warrant Officer D. Zagusov, petty officer 

of @ submarine crew, and others have been elected delegates to the 26th CPSU Congress, 


Now that the winter training period is at its height army and navy personnel are 
persistently improving their military skill, steadfastly mastering the science of 
winning forged in the battles for the motherland and learning real military science, 
as the great Lenin laid down, 


Greeting the 634 anniversary of the armed forces with new achievements in military 
labor, Soviet servicemen=-ardent patriots and committed internationaliste--are ful- 
filling with honor their sacred duty to the people and are in a state of constant 
combat readiness guaranteeing a speedy rebuff to any aggressor. 


Petrov Comment 
Moscow SELGKAYA ZHIZN in Russian 22 Feb 61 p 3 


{Article by Army Gen V. Petrov, commander in chief of Ground Porces and USSR deputy 
defense minister, under the general headline "23 Pebruary--Soviet Army and Navy Day:”" 
"Guarding Peace and Socialiam"7 


[Text/ The land of the Soviets is celebrating the 634 anniversary of its armed forces. 
This year it is being celebrated on the same day as that portentous event in the life 
of our party and people--the opening of the 26th CPSU Congress. 


The birth and making of our army and navy are inextricably linked with the name of 
V.1. Lenin and the work of the Communist Party. It was V.I. Lenin who performed the 
great service of elaborating a military program for the proletarian revolution and 
the teaching on the defense of the socialist fatherland. Vladimir Illich regarded the 
Communist Party's undivided leadership of the armed forces as a decisive factor in 
their building. 


Lenin's instructions became a guide to action for our party. Under unbelievably 
difficult conditions of war and economic dislocation, the Communist Party created an 
army of a new, superior and socialist type, a class army, an army bound to the working 
people by unbreakable bonds, an army with a high level of political consciousness and 
iron military discipline. This was our party's greatest achievement. 





Under the leadership of the Communist Party and V.I. Lenin, during the Civil War the 
Red Army inflicted a crushing defeat on the combined forces of world imperialism and 
smashed the internal counterrevolution, which was of tremendous importance not only 
for the destiny of the young Soviet Republic but also for the liberation struggle of 
other countries’ working people. 


The Soviet Armed Forces covered their banners with worldwide glory during the Great 
Patriotic War--the hardest and must brutal war in our motherland's history and the 
biggest military encounter between a socialist country and imperialism's shock forces. 


The road to our victory was long and unbelievably difficult. We had to endure 4 
years of grim struggle and great sacrifices and privation. The heroic defense of 
Brest, Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, Kiev, Minsk, Odessa, Sevastopol, Novorossiysk, 
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Kereh and Tula; the rout of the Pascist hordes outside Moscow; the victories in the 
battle of Stalingrad and the battle of the Caucasus, at the Kursk salient and on the 
Dnepr; the aggressor's complete expulsion from the Soviet Union's territory; the 
liberation of the people of a number of Buropean countries; the majestic Berlin 
operation; and the rout of Japan's Kwangtung Army=-those were the main milestones 
along that road. The Communist Party was the inepirer and organizer of the nation- 
wide struggle against the Pascist enslavers. 


The victory over Hitler's Germany and imperialist Japan was a common victory of 
peace-loving peoples. At the same time it is with a sense of legitimate pride that 

we stress that the Soviet Union and its armed forces played the decisive role in ite 
achievement. The rout of imperialiam's shock force was a terrible warning to 
aggressors. But reactionary forces in the world failed to draw the necessary con- 
Clusions from the lessons of history. Blinded by class hatred of socialism, they 

again started down the road of preparing for another world war. Brandishing the “nuclear 
b @ Stick,” imperialism began to hastily create around the USSR and the young 

Sc cialist states a chain of numerous military bloce and bases. 


In this situation, despite the difficulties of post-war reconstruction, the Communist 
Party took the necessary measures to further strengthen the country's defense capa- 
bility and increase its armed forces' combat might. Within a short time nuclear 
weapons and efficient delivery vehicles for them were developed, putting an end to 
militarist attempts to pursue a policy of nuclear blackmail and threats against the 
USSR. In response to imperialism's war preparations and the creation of the 
aggressive NATO bloc, the Soviet Union and Europe's other socialist countries con- 
Cluded a political and defense alliance--the Warsaw Pact--in May 1955. For more than 
& quarter of a century now it has been reliably safeguarding the security of the entire 
socialist community. None of the aggressors’ intrigues were able to stop the ongoing 
development of the Soviet Union, which now occupies an honorable position in the fore- 
front of mankind's social progress. Thanks to the Soviet people's selfless labor 
under the leadership of Lenin's party, the first-ever developed socialist society 

was built in the USSR. The Soviet people are the first in the world to be building 
communism. 


The achievements of the USSR and the other socialist community countries in 
strengthening their economic and defense might alter the correlation of forces in 
the world arena in socialism's favor. This has been a factor of the greatest impor- 
tance in the fact that we have lived in peace for 35 years now. 


But the servicemen of the armed forces never forget that as long as imperialism 
exists the threat of aggression remains, Recent events graphically demonstrate 

that imperialist circles, headed by the United States, have mounted a fierce counter- 
attack against detente and are trying to bring back the days of the “cold war” and 

to return to the “position of strength” policy. 


Using “the Soviet military threat” as a cover, they are showing unprecedented mili- 
tarist activeness and are upping their military spending. The United States is 


—* the lead in this regard. Whereas in fiscal 1978 the Pentagon's appropriations 
were 5116.7 billion, they are more than $170 billion for the current year. A wide- 


ranging and long-term program for a sharp buildup of all branches of the armed forces 
has been unveiled. The network of military bases in various parts of the world is 
being expanded. Hotbeds of military confrontation are being stoked and new conflicts 
are being provoked. 
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Reaction ia intensifying ite efforts to undermine the socialist countries’ unity 
and to damage their positions, especially that of socialist Poland. 


Japanese militariem is rearing its head. Peace-loving peoples are concerned at the 
Beijing leadership's further rapprochement with aggressive circles in the United 
States, NATO and Japan and the increase in military ties between them, The partner- 
ship between imperialiam and Beijing hegemoniam is a dangerous new phenomenon in 
world politics. 


The Soviet Union has not forgotten the perfidiousness of the enemies of socialism. 
Therefore, while consistently and resolutely pursuing a policy of peace, the Com- 
munist Party devotes unremitting attention to strengthening our country's defense 
and improving the Soviet Armed Forces. We hereby openly declare: Expansionist 
aspirations are alien to the Soviet Union. The developed socialist country has no 
desire to extend ite state borders, achieve political domination in the world, or 
alter by the use of weapons the existing system in other states. But our people's 
gains must be reliably defended and will be defended with the utmost resoiution. 


Thanks to the party's concern and our people's heroic achievements the Soviet Armed 
Forces have everything they require to fulfill the historic mission entrusted to 
them. The Soviet Army and Navy now have all the most modern means of struggle. 

They are equipped with mighty strategic missiles with outstandingly high performance 
in terms of combat readiness, invulnerability /Zashchishchennost7 and accuracy. 


The Ground Forces--the largest branch of the armed forces in terms of both overall 
numbers and effective combat strength--have become a formidable force. Mighty 
operational and tactical missiles are now their main strike force. The motorized 

rifle troops and tank troops have changed a great deal. Their strike power and 

ability to perform complex combat tasks under any conditions have increased. Equipping 
the Ground Forces with modern automatic small arms, self-propelled artillery, a 

variety of antitank weapons, air defense equipment and other weapons has given them 

the superior combat qualities needed to successfully engage in military operations. 





Today's Air Defense, Air and Naval Forces have a high level of technical equipment. 
But the decisive factor in the USSR's defense might is people--our splendid patriotic 
and internationalist servicemen. They share their people's thoughts and interests. 
This unity can be seen in Soviet people's unflagging concern to ensure that the 
troops are technically well-equipped, in the training of worthy reinforcements for 
them and in the providing of the personnel with all the requisites for fruitful 
service. What is more, it is ensured by servicemen's active participation in the 
country's sociopolitical life and their zealous fulfillment of their military duty. 
The Soviet Armed Forces perform an important educational role. In them young men 
pass through a good school of self-mastery and discipline and acquire technical 
and professional knowledge and political training. Many military specialities 
acquired during the years of service subsequently form the basis of civilian pro- 
fessions. 


Soviet servicemen are celebrating the 63d anniversary of the army and navy with new 
successes in combat and political training. Many military collectives have suc- 
cessfully fulfilled high socialist pledges in honor of the 26th CPSU Congress. The 








number of servicemen with excellent ratings and of clase specialists has increased, 
The level of combat proficiency has noticeably increased and equipment and arms are 
being mastered more persistently. All this helps to further enhance the troops’ com- 
bat readiness, 


While we speak with satisfaction about the results achieved to date, we turn our 
main thoughts to what is to be done next, since the party teaches us not to be 
carcied away by our successes and rest on our laurels. On the training field and 
firing range, on combat duty and in tactical exercises personnel are persistently 
mastering military matters and enhancing cheir combat skills. Communists and Kom- 
somol members are in the forefront of the competition. 


The attention of the party and its Leninist Central Committee, the Central Committee 
Politburo and that outstanding party, state and military figure Marshal of the Soviet 
Union Comrade L,I. Brezhnev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and 
chairman of the country's Defense Council, personally is permanently focused on the 
task of increasing the Soviet Armed Forces' defense capability. “There are two 
things,” Leonid Tlich has said, “which have always been and will remain closest to 
my heart and which have always been and will remain my main concerns--bread for the 
people and the country's security." 





Under the party's proven leadership, utterly devoted to their people and the cause 
of communism, and standing shoulder to shoulder with the servicemen of the fraternal 
Warsaw Pact countries, Soviet servicemen are vigilantly safeguarding the gains of 
socialism and communism, 


Koldunov on Jubilee 
Tallinn SOVETSKAYA ESTONIYA in Russian 22 Feb 861 p 1 


{Article by Marshal of Aviation A.I. Koldunov, commander in chief of Air Defense 
Forces and USSR deputy defense minister, under the rubric "23 February Is Soviet Army 
and Navy Day:" “Watching Over Peace and the Fatherland's Security"7 


/Excerpts/ Por 63 years now the Soviet Armed Forces have been selflessly serving 
their people and the great ideals of communism and watching vigilantly over peace 
and the security of our motherland and the other socialist community countries, in 
conjunction with the allied armies of the Warsaw Pact states. 


Making the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces, we survey their glorious combat 
path with pride. Created by V.I. Lenin and the Communist Party, they have carried 
their combat banners through all their trials with honor, covering them in legendary 
glory. 


The Soviet Union's victory in the Great Patriotic War was of worldwide historical 
Significance. It had a tremendous influence on all mankind's subsequent development, 
consolidated the USSR's international positions still more and led to the emergence 
of favorable opportunities for the growth of the forces of peace, democracy and 
socialism. 
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At the same time our victory serves even today as a terrible warning to imperialist 
reaction and a stern historical lesson to all who try to play with fire. Today, more 
than 35 years after the end of World War II, the Soviet Union, the Communist Party 
and its Leninist Central Committee headed by Comrade L.1. Brezhnev march in the van- 
guard of the struggle against the forces of militarism and reaction, in the vanguard 
of the struggle for peace. 


The significance of this struggle is now greater than ever. Influential imperialist 
Circles--above all the United States and China, which has adopted the role of its 
partner--are trying to wreck detente and replace it with a “position of strength" 
policy. The United States and NATO are gambling on achieving military superiority 
over the Soviet Union and the other socialist community countries. Through the fault 
of imperialism and Beijing, dangerous new hotbeds of international tension are 
emerging and the arms race is intensifying and becoming increasingly ominous. 


Imperialism's subversive activity against the socialist countries is being stepped 
up. In this complex international situation, in conditions where the danger of war 
has intensified, the CPSU is doing everything necessary to further increase the 
Soviet state's defense capability and strengthen the USSR Armed Forces and the joint 
military might of the socialist states belonging to the Warsaw Pact. The Soviet 
Armed Forces are today a modern, well-trained army equipped with sophisticated combat 
hardware and possessing everything it needs to defeat any aggressor. Thus the Air 
Defense Forces have an armory which enables them to destroy all types of aerial 
attack devices. The basis of their firepower is the air defense missile forces, 
armed with missile complexes designed to destroy aerial targets at a wide range of 
altitudes and velocities. 


On the opening day of the 26th CPSU Congress and the anniversary of the army and 
navy Soviet servicemen look toward the Leninist party. Its wise leadership is the 
guarantee of new successes in building communism and the main source of the invinci- 
bility of the Soviet state and its armed forces. 


Tolubko Comment 
Moscow KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 23 Feb 81 p 4 


{Article by Army Gen V. Tolubko, commander in chief of Strategic Rocket Forces and 
USSR deputy defense minister: “Guarding Peace"7 


{Excerpts/ On 23 February the Soviet people, their servicemen and all our friends 
abroad celebrate the 63d anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces. Today this nationwide 
festival is particularly portentous. The 26th CPSU Congress, which will open up 
impressive new prospects of communist building in the coming decade, begins work 

today. 





Who is more vitally interested in strengthening peace than our people, among whom 
there is not a family which did not suffer loss in the war? The plans of communist 
building outlined by the party confirm this interest once more, with particular con- 
viction. Sovie. people approve and support the activity of the CPSU Central Ccomp- 
mittee Politburo headed by Comrade Leonid Ilich Brezhnev, that tireless fighter for 
peace and communism, aimed at the relaxation of international tension, the halting 
of the arms race, and the safeguarding of the peoples’ right to free and independent 
development under conditions of just and lasting peace. 
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However, the cause Of peace hae to be defended umtet the Complex conditions of the 
present aggravation of the international situation. Under cover of the hackneyed 
fabrication of the “Soviet military threat,” an arms race of unprecedented magnitude 
has been mounted in the NATO countries. The U.S. military budget for fiscal 1982 is 
planned at the astronomical sum of over $200 billion. The so-called “new nuclear 
strategy" recently adopted by the U.S. administration intensifies the danger of a 
world nuclear conflict and leads to the further escalation of the arms race. 


Soviet servicemen are profoundly aware of the keenness and complexity of the present 
international situation and their increased responsibility to the party and people. 

They are honorably standing watch over peace in single formation with the fraternal 

armies of the Warsaw Pact countries. 


Together with all branches of the Soviet Armed Forces, the Strategic Rocket Forces 
are in a state of constant readiness to fulfill the tasks which are set them under 
any conditions and in any situation. The personnel's combat and technical skill 
and the quality of the fulfillment of the tasks of their daily tour of combat duty 
have been raised to a new level. 


Great credit here goes to our Komsomol members. As always, they serve as the loyal 
combat assistants of the commanders, political workers and party organizations. 
Remarkable young servicemen are now serving in the troops. They keep sacred and augment 
the glorious combat traditions of the older generations of defenders of the motherland. 


CSO: 1801/220 
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GROUND FORCES 


GROUND FORCES TRAINING DESCRIBED 
Rifle Company Heliborne Attack 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 27 Jan 81 p 1 
[Article by Maj P. Lavruk, Central Group of Forces: “Heliborne Assault") 


{Text} During a tactical exercise the company under the command of Capt Ye. Lyapnev 
was ordeied to proceed to the “aggressors” rex ari with its actions support a frontal 
attack. Within minutes the motorized riflemen had assembled and were marching 
toward the troop pickup point. 


The assault force was now airborne. This was not the first time that Sr Lt S. 
Shelgunov, commander of the company's best platoon, had been in such a situation. 
In the preceding training year his men had performed a mission as an element of an 
airborne assault force. The leader of the other platoon, Lt I. Filippov, ‘ad been 
in the company only a few months. The young officer did not have much experience, 
but he had plenty of desire to become the equal of the top commanders in skill as 
quickly as possible. The healthy rivalry between him and Senior Lieutenant 
Shelgunov helped Filippov achieve appreciable results in training his men. 


The commanders had confidence in their men. The motorized riflemen had worked hard 
preparing for this exercise. Special drills had been conducted on the eve of the 
exercise. In these drills they had worked out thoroughly and in detail action: in- 
volved in loading into and landing from helicopters. At weapon drills the motorized 
riflemen perfected their skills in firing from a helicopter, learned to conduct a 
firefight in a perimeter defense, and worked on grenade throwing techniques in 

close combat. 


..-Prior to takeoff Captain Lyapnev and the commander of the helicopter subunit, 
fully detailing the sequence of actions, concluded that under the circumstances it 
was best to put the men down with a treetop approach and without fully landing the 
helicopters. This would enable them to utilize that landing zone in which the 
“aggressor” would never expect the assault force to appear, would enable them to 
save time and, most important, to gain the element of surprise. Therefore the 
helicopters were proceeding at treetop level. 


Darting out from behind cover of the woods, the assault force found itself directly 
above “aggressor” trenches. The sudden, unexpected appearance of helicopters 














caused confusion on the ground, The motorised riflemen, taking advantage of the 
“ageressor's" confusion, proceeded to deliver aimed fire from the helicopters with 
assault rifles and machineguns, Fire was returned from the ground, But the 
helicopters succeeded in penetrating to the “aggressor's” rear. Dropping to the 
ground for an inetant, they disgorged the motorised infantrymen and then, maneuver~ 
ing evasively, ewiftly moved out of hostile fire, 


Senior Lieutenant Shelgunov's men were the first to engage the "aggressor." 
Delivering accurate fire from assault rifles and machineguns, they knocked out the 
targets appearing in their path. But suddenly tanks appeared. The rocket 
launchers ewung into action, They hit their targets with the first rounde fired. 
The remaining motorized riflemen performed with equal skill. 


Soon the assault rifle and machinegun burets being fired by the heliborne assault 
force merged with the roar of the battle which was advancing frontally. Exploiting 
the successful action of the company under the command of Captain Lyapnev, the main 
forces of motorized riflemen engaged. 


Rifle Battalion Exercise Command 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVLZDA in Russian 8 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Maj M. Ziyemin'sh, Red-Banner Far East 
Military Dietrict: “He Will not Accept Unoriginality") 


|Text]) Maj M. Khalitov, surveying the mock battle area with his gaze, became 
alarmed: it was evident from the helicopter that the defenders had succeeded in 
outwitting the attackers. Dummy defensive installations had been constructed in ad- 
dition to real ones. And the “aggressor” had positioned his strongpoints in such a 
manner that there were swampy areas in the gaps between them. Major Khalitov spotted 
tanks in ambush on the flanks. Thus the defense comprised a unique killing ground. 
Extended lines of riflemen of the motorized rifle battalion under the command of 

Capt 1. Gamage, which Khalitov and his men were to provide air support, were being 
drawn into it. If the battalion commander were to set up hie combat formation dif- 
ferently, the motorized riflemen could avoid the traps. They must be warned.... 


The following instant the air was filled with streams of flame. The helicopter 
crews were attacking the “aggressor” tanks lurking in ambush. Major Khalitov was 
hoping that their attack would force Captain Gamaga to pay attention to the flanks. 
But the motorized riflemen were continuing to advance, maintaining their combat for- 
mation. It is not difficult to figure what ensued. The battalion was halted by 
heavy flank fire. 


A lack of originality in setting up the combat formation — the higher commander 
specified this as the main reason for the unsuccessful assault by the motorized 
riflemen. They followed a prior determined scheme, which was also known to the 
“aggressor.” When it became obvious that the attackers were walking into a trap, 
the battalion commander was unable quickly to restructure his combat formation 
taking into account the developed tactical situation. The infantry combat vehicles 
also performed in a predictable manner. They methodically advanced behind the 
extended line of riflemen, although in «a number of cases, in order to increase 
their density of fire, it would have been more advisable to employ them directly in 
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the extended line of assaulting troops, in short, both before and during combat the 
battalion commander did not bother to seek out the most optimal action variants for 
hie motorized riflemen and for equipment utilisation, 


Ae we know, the configuration of a combat tormation depends on many factors, and 
particularly on the nature and features of the assigned mission, the actions of the 
adversary, available manpower and equipment, and the nature of the terrain, The 
most important thing ie that it ensures successful accomplishment of missions both 
under conditions of enemy employment of nuclear weapons and conventional weapons, 
Practical experience indicates that the best combat formation ie that which promotes 
maximum exploitation of the resulte of delivery of fire on the enemy, advantageous 
terrain conditions and the maneuver capabilities of subunits, enables the commander 
to build up efforte in a prompt and timely manner, and facilitates control of per- 
sonnel and weapons, 


lt is believed, for example, that an extended line, which provides maximum force 

of the initial attack, is well suited for assaulting a deliberate defense. But in a 
meeting engagement, and especially with an unclear situation, it does not always 
ensure optimal conditions for accomplishing a tactical mission. Needed here is a 
combat formation which would promote rapid deployment of subunite in the direction 
of either flank and would provide the capability to build up efforts in the course 
of battle. 


A survey history of the Red-Banner Far East Military District describes the con- 
ditions of combat operations in the war against imperialist Japan. As we know, they 
were extremely complicated. Our troops' operations were made difficult by rugged 
terrain == mountains covered with dense vegetation and with sweep slopes cut by deep 
gorges, impassable taiga, swamps, and lack of roads. The enemy possessed formidable 
fortified areas saturated with various obstacles and fortifications. Strongpointes, 
positioned in such a manner that gaps between them were protected by impassable 
swamps, mountains and impenetrable taiga, were encircled by sidehill cuts and deep 
antitank ditches. All principal fortification structures were dug into the ground 
and linked by a system of trenches and tunnels. 


Nothing, however, could stop the Soviet fighting men. Under enemy fire they crossed 
canyons, mountain passes, impenetrable taiga, constructed cross-country routes, laid 
corduroy roads across swampy areas, and executed hasty river-crossing operations. 
Personnel performed with resoluteness, skillfully combining fire and maneuver. 
Strongpoints were frequently bypassed. Attacks into the flank and rear were wide- 
ly employed. This experience merits the closest attention. 


As is indicated by the practical experience of field exercises, in today's battle 
the situation changes minute by minute. In one sector, for example, it is advisable 
to attack the “aggressor” dismounted, in another -- mounted on combat vehicles, and 
in still another -- in approach march formation.... Here much depends on the com- 
mander's innovativeness and his ability to maneuver his personnel and weapons on 

the battlefield. 


At the same time, an observer at a field exercise will not always see during battle 
drill subunits practicing, for example, rapid deployment from march into approach 
march and combat formation and the reverse, or utilization of intervals and gaps 

in the “aggressor's" defense for driving swiftly into the flank and rear. A combat 
formation is not always set up taking account of the actions of adjacent subunits, 











personnel and weapons subordinate to higher commanders, lt would appear that the 
subunite are performing different missions, Beth the nature of the “aggressor's" 
actions and the terrain are different, and yet the combat formation ie the same ~~ 
a line. A line when assaulting the forward edge of the battle area, in 4 meeting 
engagement, and deep in the “aggressor's” defense,... Thies is nothing but a 
tendency to follow an unoriginal scheme. 


At one headquarters | was shown diagrams and maps depicting the actions of subunite 
at an exercise involving defense of a seacoast. What was immediately apparent? 
The red ovale designating strongpoints were drawn with an accuracy down to 1 mil- 
limeter at an identical distance from the waterline, The positions of one company 
were marked right emack in the middle of a dense etand of forest, from which it was 
not only impossible te deliver aimed fire but even to see the water. One can judge 
the results of such schematism in planning the actions of the subunits at thie 
exercise from the words of the commander of this company, Capt V. Zateepin. 


"We were expecting the ‘aggressor’ to attack from the sea," the officer stated, 
“but he appeared from the aky...." 


Yes, the “aggressor” was not about to act in a predictable manner: he attacked 
simultaneously from the sea and from the air. The success of the defense in this 
situation depended to a significant degree on the outcome of the fight with the 
airborne assault force. Captain Zatsepin's men spotted the troop-carrying heli- 
copters at the very Last moment, when it was difficult to hinder the landing. In 
addition, organization of antiaircraft defense was hindered by... the dense tree 
crowns. It is quite correctly stated that innovativeness leads to victory, while 
lack of originality leads to defeat. 


This lack of originality was manifested in a different way in the actions of the men 
of Captains Gamaga and Zatsepin. But the result was the same — the subunits were 
unable to accomplish their mock combat missions. One hardly need mention the pos- 
sible consequences in actual combat. Unfortunately for some reason certain in- 
dividuals do not think about this when organizing and conducting training exercises. 


Also of interest in this regard are observations shared with me by Col G. Zorin, an 
officer in the district combat training directorate, who was studying the reasons 
for a tendency toward lack of originality in the actions of the officers of the 
battalions under the command of Lt Col A. Prikhodchenko and Capt V. Alipov. Here 
is one example. 


In the course of 4® exercise Colonel Zorin instructed one of the companies to at- 
tack not in a line, as the company commander had planned, but to execute a simple 
maneuver and attack the “aggressor” into the flank. What was the result of this? 
The company was unable to reach the designated area, wasting a good deal of time 
wandering around. It was learned that the battalion's subunits had spent a great 
deal of time working on only one assault technique — in an extended line. Wor did 
the direction of assault vary. This was persuasively attested by the considerable 
work which had been done to facilitate passage on difficult route segments. 


As we see, 4 lack of originality in subunit actions at exercises proceeds from un- 
necessary situation simplifications and relaxation of demands in daily training. 
There is only one solution — to bring the training process as close as possible 
to the actual conditions of real combat. 





Tank Regiment Training 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 17 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Lt Col V. Bogdanovekiy: "Anewerable for 
the Regiment") 


{Text} A monument to V, |, Lenin stands by the Finland Railway Station in Leningrad. 
This monument depicts an inepired image of our leader delivering a speech from atop 
an armored car, The history of the regiment under the command of Gde Lt Col Vasiliy 
Ivanovich Yakusheyv == the Proskurove-Berlin Guards Tank Regiment imeni G, 1. 
Kotovekiy == te linked with thie armored car. Dating from the revolution, with a 
lineage beginning with the first mobile armored detachment, this regiment has con- 
tributed numerous vivid pages to the chronicle of the Soviet Army. It has 

produced 19 Heroes of the Soviet Union. One of them ~~ Gde Sr Lt P. Grustnev -- is 
permanently inscribed in the rolle of the let Tank Company. 


Upon taking over command of thie regiment, Guards Lieutenant Colonel Yakushev ex- 
peritenced a feeling both of pride and nervousness, He was well aware of the great re- 
sponsibility Which lay on his shoulders, for having entrusted the regiment to him, 

the command was hoping that he would not rest on achieved laurels but would proceed 
further and achieve more. And this would not be easy: in the last 10 years the 
regiment had won the title of excellent nine times and had been awarded the USSR 
Minister of Defense Pennant for Courage and Military Valor. New reserve potential 
must be sought out and implemented. 


In addition, » inspection shwel tht & some subunits there had occurred a decline in 
training. In particular, some of the specialiste in the battalion under the command 
of Gde Maj A. Saliy had begun to retrogress in performance. What was the reason for 
thie’? What had to be done to ensure that each and every subunit in the regiment was 
distinguished by stability of excellent results? These and many other questions had 
to be resolved immediately. 


And Guards Lieutenant Colonel Yakushev set about his task energetically, First of 
all he decided to delve deeply into the activities of each element of the complex 
regimental mechanism. He could frequently be seen at the gunnery training center, 
in classrooms, in barracks, and in the guardroom.... The regimental commander 
carefully examined every detail and talked with the men. A few days later he sum- 
moned his staff officers to a meeting. 


"We shall begin with demonstration classes," said Vasiliy Ivanovich. "Subunit com- 
manders must display a good example of how to conduct training classes and drills 
on tactics, weapon training, and other combat training subjects. We shall also 
work with them on matters connected with organization of administration within the 
unit and methods of totaling socialist competition results...." 


At that same meeting each person was assigned a specific task and a deadline by 
which to accomplish it. 


Demonstration classes have also been conducted in the past. But Guards Lieutenant 
Colonel Yakushev realized that attainment of the lofty goal sought by the regiment 
in socialist competition was inconceivable without further improvement in the 

methods skills of the subunit commanders. Particularly since some training exer- 
cises and drills, as he noted, had been held under simplified conditions, and the 
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men did not experience real stress, The regimental commander also brought thie 
point to the attention of hie staff officers and the members of the party com- 
mittee, whom he addressed soon after the meeting. 


The demonstration classes were followed by other measures aimed at improving com 
mander methodological ekille., All thie had a beneficent influence on the training 
process and competition. The regimental commander noted with satisfaction that the 
skill level of his men wae improving from one training clase to the next, The 
platoon, company, and battalion which he had commanded in the past had always been 
distinguished by excellent proficiency, discipline, and organization, And in his 
new job assignment Yakushey penetrates deeply into the activities of hie subunite, 
ie demanding, and at the same time is attentive toward hie men. His subordinates 
immediately noted that their commanding officer always appeared precisely where his 
counsel and assistance were most needed. It is true that in setting up unique 
teats in the couree of training classes he would create a situation demanding par- 
ticular effort on the part of his men. But this merely toughens people in struggle 
againet difficulties and impels them to work innovatively, to seiLudy more deeply 
that which is needed for combat. 


The commanding officer's example also influenced the performance of staff officers. 
They began more frequently visiting training classes and are constantly checking to 
see how recommendations elaborated at demonstration classes are being adopted; 

they help the subunit officers bring the training process closer to the conditions 
of actual combat. 


Of course not everything proceeded immediately as was desired. Mistakes were also 
made. Gde Sr Lt V. Sukharulidze, for example, endeavoring to teach his men as 
quickly as possible to meet performance standards, ignored the principle of 

sequence in forming the requisite skille in his men. Additional work had to be 

done with Gde Lts R. Bagayev, A. Mazhura and certain other officers in order to 

teach them effectively to utilize in training classes simulators and other technical 
training devices. With the aid of staff officers, chiefs of arms and services, 

they also succeeded in rapidly correcting a number of other deficiencies in organiza- 
tion of the training process and competition. 


Once Guards Lieutenant Colonel Yakushev visited the company under the command of 
Gds Sr Lt P. Zavgorodniy. 


"Who has done a good job today?" he asked. 


The company commander showed him a list. When he took a look at the platoon combat 
training registers he saw that marks of merely satisfactory stood next to the names 
of those whom Guards Senior Lieutenant Zavgorodniy was planning to commend. 


The regimental commander had a long talk that evening with the company officers. 

The discussion dealt with how better to organize the process of totaling up competi- 
tion results so that each individual receives an objective evaluation of his labor, 
sees future promise in his work, and feels a responsibility to the group for 
carrying out his pledges. Things in the company improved after this. 


Guards Lieutenant Colonel Yakushev helped many subunit commanders in a similar 
manner in organizing competition. And this played an important role in ensuring 
that competition truly became an inseparable part of the entire training and 
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indoctrination process in the regiment, Visiting the unit, one can easily see that 
all personnel are permeated with concern for ite combat readiness and accomplish=- 
ment of pre-congress pledges. in addition to scheduled training activities, tech- 
nical and weapon study groups, quiz games, and competitions to be named best in oc- 
cupational specialty are extensively utilized to improve the skills of personnel, 
Constant attention toward teaching methods has made it possible appreciably to 
improve the quality and effectiveness of training exercises and drills, A complex, 
dynamic situation ie created at drille and exercises ae a rule, requiring of trainees 
innovativeness, initiative, and decisive actions. 


| recall a certain exercise, The regiment's subunits were to smash through the 
“aggressor's" defense without a halt in attack position. The assault was swift, 
but the situation changed abruptly in the dynamice of combat: bringing up reserves 
from depth, the defending forces mounted a counterattack on the right flank. The 
pace of advance slowed. It was necessary to attack without delay, outflanking the 
"aggressor" and striking from the rear. This mission was assigned to the company 
under the command of Gde Sr Lt M. Tairov. 


"We are counting on you," the regimental commander told him. "Try to keep in mind 
that your company is presently operating on the main axis." 


Guards Senior Lieutenant Tairov did not let his commanding officer down. He swiftly 
brought his company to the “aggressor's" rear. Ite unexpected assault made it pos- 
sible to break up the counterattack. 


A general observing the exercise praised Tairov: "He is developing into a capable 
commander." 


Vasiliy Ivanovich nodded in agreement. Incidentally, the regimental commander 

could say the same thing of many other officers. Their level of skill is improving. 
Their subordinates have also advanced appreciably. The regiment whose history is 
linked with the name of V. I. Lenin is among the right~-flankers in pre-congress com- 
petition. Party member Yakushev was elected delegate to the 26th CPSU Congress. He 
is justifying with practical deeds this high degree of confidence. 


Communists’ Role in Artillery Regiment 


Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 22 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article based on interview with regiment party bureau secretary Capt V. Shmykov by 
Maj A. Ladin, KRASNAYA ZVEZDA regular correspondent for the Central Asian Military 
District: “Communists in the Regiment" ] 


[Text] The men of a certain guards artillery regiment are honoring the 
26th CPSU Congress with excellent results in combat and political train- 
ing and with successes in socialist competition. Communists have made 

a large contribution to the successes of this unit. What kind of a job 
did they do, and what did the regiment party bureau consider to be the 
main component in its activities aimed at ensuring their vanguard role? 
Regiment party bureau secretary Capt V. Shmykov responds to this question, 
asked by our regular correspondent for the Central Asian Military Dis- 
trict, Maj A. Ladin. 





42 





There should alwaye be some key element in the activities of any party agency. 


We have always considered raising the sense of responsibility of each and every 
Communiet for the assigned work sector to the principal, key element, 


Responsibility is a conerete category which ie measured by deeds, The party 
teaches us this, We have also stated this problem within this framework, and 
rather emphatically! At meetinj», when receiving reports from party members, and 
in personal interviews with individual comrades we have reminded them: if you are 
4 party member, this means that your burden should be heavier, that you are a 
trailblazer of the new and progressive, and your competition pledges are 

tougher than those of others. A Coamuniet’s word is firm, He ie an active 
propagandist. He campaigns in the full sense of the word against manifestations of 
lack of organization, conceit, and complacency. 


In my opinion initiative and responsibility are very close terms. Even if you are 
simply a good eaecutant, your “party countenance” is not revealed to the necessary 
degree, for you are not giving instructions and assignments for each case that comes 
up. You, as a Communist, are obliged to seek on your own volition correction of 
deficiencies and to improve performance in the job which you have been assigned. 


Il can name dozens of our Communists who understand that their function is precisely 
this. Take, for example, regimental executive officer Gde Lt Col E. Geras'kin. At 
his suggestion, an assembly-line method of conducting training classes at training 
positions is employed in the unit. This has made it possible to reduce training 
time losses in moving personnel from one training point to another. A system of 
accompanying drills was adopted. On the whole there has been an improvement in 
efficiency of utilization of training equipment and simulators. 


Excellent initiative has been shown by CPSU members Maj K. Yemel'yanov and Warrant 
Officer G. Kalamagin. They have suggested a number of innovations to improve the 
rifle artillery range, which has made it possible for gunners to practice firing 
in mountain conditions. 


Of course it would be an exaggeration to say that a strong feeling of personal 
responsibility has been adequately developed in all Communists in the regiment with- 
out exception. Therefore, additional indoctrination work is needed. Attention 
devoted to each and every Communist and persistent work will always produce 

results. Last year, for example, the question of deficiencies in mess hall opera- 
tions was raised at party meetings. But Maj Yu. Selivanov, who is responsible for 
these operations, merely engaged in justification, but made little effort to cor- 
rect the situation. The party bureau demanded that the party member radically 

alter his work style, show more initiative, make an effort to reorganize the food 
service facility, and lend assistance in bringing order there. All this was 
beneficial. Now our mess hall is one of the best in the division. At the same time 
one must note that party member Selivanov also learned a good lesson. 


At this point we must also discuss the role played by the amosphere in the col- 
lective. The successes of the regiment became possible in large measure thanks to 
the fact that a healthy moral atmosphere was created in the collective. The tone 

is set by the commander and party organization. Attend our party meetings and 

you will become convinced of this. We have no “silent members"; as a rule deficien- 
cies are sharply criticized. 














We highly value euch an atmosphere, We believe that it forma the basis of many of 
our successes, for it does not permit deficiencies to take root, enables people 
fully and etrongly to manifest their innevative abilities and inatille in them 
respect for one another and a feeling of fellowship. I believe that the fact that 
fewer and fewer of our Communists stand apart from common concerns ie by no means 
mere happenstance, 


Pre-congress socialiat competition has given life in our regiment a special atmo-~- 
sphere, competition in which party members have been the leaders, Each considered 
hie lofty duty to be active participation in explaining to the men the Central Com- 
mittee draft document for the 26th CPSU Congress, We see our task as ensuring that 
the experience of this work 1a logically continued in explanation and dissemination 
of the congress proceedings. 


Together with the commanding officer and his deputy for political affairs, the 
members of the regiment party bureau have already thought out how to ensure that 
each and every serviceman immediately receives extensive commentary on the prob- 
lems which will be discussed at the congress. An arrangement has been worked out 
for group viewing of TV coverage of the congress, and party members have been as- 
signed to present political information sessions and discussions;a number of agita~ 
tion-propaganda events have been scheduled for the subunits and at the regimental 
level. Of course this is only a beginning. Enormous work lies ahead, both 
political and organizational, and we wish very strongly for our party organization 
to confirm in full measure through these efforts the right to be called the political 
nucleus of the collective. 


Preparations for Defensive Exercise 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 13 Feb 81 p 1 


[Article by Gds Maj V. Litvinov, Group of Soviet Forces in Germany: "The Night 
Before Battle" ] 


[Text] The motorized riflemen were digging in, organizing a defense. 


"We can expect the ‘aggressor’ to attack at dawn," said the regimental commander, 
analyzing obtained intelligence. He then turned to the unit's engineer service 
chief, Gds Capt Yu. Konovalov: “Our combat engineers are going to have to do a good 
deal of work during the hours of darkness. I want obstacles constructed at the 
following locations...." 


Soon Guards Captain Konovalov was headed to the location of the combat engineer 
subunit, thinking over the procedure cf carrying out the assigned mission, Several 
hours of darkness were allocated for constructing obstacles. The engineer service 
chief was planning the combat engineers’ activities taking this into account. 


In assigning missions to his men, Guards Captain Konovalov ordered them to extend 
the minefields which would be laid on the boundaries and flanks of the battalion 
defended areas and in the gaps between company strongpoints. He paid particular 
attention to placement of antipersonnel mines and barbed-wire entanglements. 


Guards Captain Konovalov was sure that the combat engineers would successfully 
accomplish their mission. They conduct many night exercises during winter training. 
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The engineer service chief personally supervises work on the most complex items 

in night conditions and knows the degree of preparedness of each and every special~ 
ist. Combat engineer teams assigned to construct obsetacles were made up taking 
thie into account: each team contained experienced specialists alongside recent 
recruits, 


Later, analyzing the performance of the combat engineers under night conditions, 
the higher commander would note the high degree of proficiency of the regiment 
engineer service chief and his ability to organize and mobilize personnel for 
exemplary mission performance. But party member Konovalov is distinguished not by 
these qualities alone, He is also known in the regiment as an activist public- 
epirited citizen, Unit headquarters Communists elected Konovalov party organiza~ 
tion secretary, and he is honorably justifying their trust. Having pledged to work 
persistently to improve engineer service specialist training methodology, Guards 
Captain Konovalov has already tested and adopted many methods innovations. All 
this fosters intensification of the training process and helps improve ite quality 
and effectiveness. Other unit headquarters Communists are emulating their 
secretary and doing vigorous investigation work in the subunits. 


.»+The “aggressor” attacked the motorized riflemen's positions at dawn. As they 
had surmised, he attempted at the very outset to penetrate the gaps between 
Strongpoints. The night work done by the combat engineers, however, was effective. 
While approaching the forward edge of the battle area, the advancing troops lost 
several combat vehicles by detonating mines which had been planted during the night. 


Many flattering things were said that day about Guards Captain Konovalov and his men. 
And they deserved this praise. The combat engineers had met all performance 
standards with a mark of excellent. Preparing for the party congress, they are 
achieving day after day increasingly higher results in mastering engineer activities. 
And their successes are in large measure influenced by the innovative approach of 
the service chief toward accomplishment of their assigned tasks. 


Here is just one item. Once while observing a bridge being laid at a field exer- 
cise, Guards Captain Konovalov reached the conclusion that this operation could be 
accomplished in considerably less time. But before submitting a specific proposal, 
he performed all requisite calculations and discussed the matter with knowledgeable 
individuals. As a result it was decided to try out a so-called fan placement of 
vehicles. The experiment failed to produce the anticipated results. This officer 
had to refine his calculations, work out an appropriate bridge-laying scheme, refine 
and specify in detail the duties of each team member. Ultimately the search was 
successful. The manner of vehicle placement when layinga bridge suggested by 
Guards Captain Konovalov, which was tested at the next exercise, proved effective. 


The engineer service chief also is doing a great deal to improve training facilities. 
A military engineer training classroom which meets today's demands has been set up 
in the regiment, and simulators for training various specialists have been im- 
proved. Methods manuals on organizing and conducting combined drills have been 
prepared under the direction of Guards Captain Konovalov. All this helps improve the 
skills of personnel. At competitions among the combined unit's combat engineer sub- 
units, first place was once again won by the combat engineers of the regiment in 
which Guards Captain Konovalov is engineer service chief. He himself is a right- 
flanker of pre-congress competition among the engineer service chiefs of the units 
of this combined unit. 











Sov taliat Compettit ton lateteat Laek tie 


Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 14 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by motorized rifle battalion commander Gde Capt 1. Knishuk: "Thies Must Be 
Taught" | 


{Text} 1 should like to share some thoughts evoked by the point in the CPSU Central 
Committee draft document on the need for improving organization of socialist com 
petition. Enormous mobilizing force is embodied in competition, which has become 
an inseparable feature of the Soviet way of life. Unfortunately it is not always 
utilized in full measure. This is due primarily, it seems to me, to miscalculations 
in organization of competition. Sometimes in place of businesslike competitiveness 
there occurs, as has been pointed out time and again in party documents, unnecessary 
chatter and noisy verbosity. One cannot help but ask oneself why it is that young, 
energetic, highly educated leaders, especially at the lowest echelon, sometimes 
lack the ability to provide publicity, comparability of results, and the opportunity 
to disseminate advanced know-how on a large scale? 


I seek an answer in our battalion's practical training and service. In the last 
training year this subunit achieved an overall mark of good. But the result could 
have been better. A spirit of competition and healthy rivalry was not always 
present when working on combat training missions and performance standards in the 
field. Sr Lt A. Likhodey, commander of a mortar battery, cannot even conceive of 
an exercise without an effort by his crews to surpass yesterday's performance 
results. Here also return on each minute of training is high, and the men do not 
forget their pledges. In some of the other subunits of the battalion training 
classes are distinguished by a certain degree of indifference toward the training 
topics and by passiveness on the part of the men. One has the feeling that the 
commander is hindered from conducting a training class with enthusiasm not so much by 
deficiencies in methods preparation as by an indifferent attitude toward competi- 
tion. One of the lieutenants once explained his miscalculations as follows: the 
subject is so difficult that competition is out of the question here — the main 
thing is to be able to present all topic items. In short this young officer views 
oompetition in the process of training not as a natural and effective form of 

task accomplishment but as an additional work load. What is the source of these 
superficial conceptions? 


There is only one possible answer: during his cadet training years this officer 
rarely encountered examples of skillful organization of competition, failed to 
acquire a taste for it and to become enthusiastic about competition. As we know, 
cadets adopt individual pledges on improving the quality of their training, accom 
plishment of tasks pertaining to tour of duty in units and practical activities, 
and participation in military scientific and efficiency innovation activities. This 
competition is organized by the commanders of cadet subunits. The majority of 
classes, however, are conducted not by these commanders but by instructors. The 
result is frequently that even at classes saturated with performance standards there 
is no mention of pledges and there is no competition proper. 


Organization of socialist competition differs between a service school and a line 
unit. The differences are easily explained and quite understandable. But the 
competition process should definitely coincide in the main area -- in ensuring com- 
petitiveness in working on specific problems, exercises, and performance standards. 
In addition, competitiveness at training exercises, field exercises in particular, 
in a cadet platoon helps not only achieve higher results but also provides the 
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future officers with examples of skilled organization of training and convinces 
them , through their own experience, of the great mobilizing force of competition, 


Unfortunately many service school graduates frequently lack such an approach, I 
recently observed a training exercise in the platoon under the command of Gdse Lt 

S. Kokhnovich. I could see that this young officer possessed excellent knowledge 
of the infantry combat vehicle. But he set up the training class in such a manner 
that his subordinates had no time left for practice and drill, for improving 
akills, to teat their ability and knowledge with their fellow trainees, It was 
necessary during the clase break to tell this officer how to correct hie handling of 
the subject matter and to advise him to remind the men of their pledges. 


Guards Lieutenant Kokhnovich is a graduate of the Omsk Higher Combined-Arms Command 
School imeni M. V. Frunze. He is convinced that the capabilities of a military 
educational institution in forming correct views toward socialist competition in 
the future officer are not being fully utilized. 


Many deficiencies in organizing competition in work forces of enterprises, sovkhozes 
and kolkhozes are also unquestionably due to the inability of leader personnel to 
arrange it properly, as well as a poor understanding of the essence of labor com- 
petition and the forms of moral and material incentive for leading workers and dis- 
semination of their know-how. 


The draft Principal Directions devote considerable attention to increasing the ef- 
fectiveness of all levels and forms of education and training of cadres. In ac~- 
complishing this task, in my opinion, one must seek out ways to improve the train- 
ing of personnel enrolled in military educational institutions as organizers and 
leaders of socialist competition. 


Physical Training Over Snow 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 15 Feb 81 p 1 
[Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent M. Shlayen: “Physical Conditioning Helps" } 


rText It was pitch black. The dense forest seemed to be an impenetrable wall. 
Out there beyond the forest there should be a snow-covered field, and beyond that 
a stand of birch trees. Reconnaissance had reported that the “aggressor” concealed 
in the birch stand was well armed, with minefields and a good many other ob- 
stacles forward of his strongpoint, including camouflaged trenches. 


Gds Sr Lt V. Savitskiy glanced at his watch. It was 0200. It was time to move out. 
The engines of the infantry combat vehicles roared into action as the vehicles 
surged forward. The motorized infantrymen had completed a difficult march of 
many kilometers, practically without rest, for time was of the essence. And now it 
was time to attack. It would also require considerable efforts. 


"The men's good conditioning will tell,” stated Gds Lt Col G. Shchurevich. “Our 
entire system of physical training is tied in closely to combat and is in conformity 
with the realistic demands of battle." 


As if in confirmation of the officer's words, the men of Gds Sr Lt V. Savitskiy 
quickly dismounted and, strapping on skis, swiftly moved forward. I thought to 














myself that it was no easy matter even for veteran crose-country skiers to trek 
across this virgin snow; how difficult it must be for these soldiers, particularly 
since many of them, natives of warmclimate regions, had not had the slightest 
acquaintance with skis prior to the military. And now it was simply amazing how 
adroitly they all crossed the wide "aggressor" trenches without diminishing the 
pace of advance. 


"It is all a result of regular, daily practice," chimed in Gds Maj A. Monakhov. 

"It is 12 kilometers from the unit barracks area to our training center, and in 
winter the men travel between them only on skis. Skills are acquired gradually, 

in the process of working on various problems, such as proceeding cross country by 
—— to the tactical training area, and deployment into approach march and combat 
ormation," 


But perhaps the most difficult test and at the same time the best schooling for 
the men are the three-day field exercises which are regularly held here. 


"I would say that this is a soldier's final examination,” said Gds Sr Lt A. 
Mel‘ chin. 


The short, harsh word "boy" [battle, combat, engagement]. Mel'chin first heard it 
from his grandfather, a former regimental scout and recipient of the Order of 
Glory, 3d Degree, and other combat decorations earned on the difficult roads of the 
battlefront. His grandfather's stories about the Great Patriotic War made a deep 
and lasting impression on this youth from near Zlatoust. He firmly resolved to 
become an officer, and four years back graduated from the Kazan' Higher Tank Com- 
mand School imeni Presidiumof the Supreme Soviet of the Tatar ASSR. This young Com- 
munist-officer had been a platoon leader for a short time now. 


"During these three days the men encounter conditions which are very close to ac- 
tual combat," continued A. Mel'chin, “and all movements — from battle alert and 
movement to positions, followed by squad, platoon, and company battle drill -- are 
done on skis. The men learn to gain their bearings in an unfamiliar situation and 
to mount an assault on the enemy after crossing a frozen river or lake, Much at- 
tention is also devoted to working on the equipment, marksmanship qualification, 
and crossing contaminated zones in protective gear." 


Such an exercise ends with a 10-kilometer forced march. During the three days the 
men travel almost 100 kilometers on skis. This is a considerable work load, in 
view of the specific features of the situation and the increasing demands on level 
of combat skill. But the men of Gds Sr Lt A. Mel'chin are accustomed to it. This 
subunit achieved excellent results in socialist competition in honor of the 26th 
CPSU Congress. 


The subunits under the command of young party members Gds Sr Lts N. Salikhov, A. 
Skovorodov, and V. Savitskiy are also approaching the congress with good results in 
combat training, physical conditioning, and mass sports activities. 


Nevertheless experienced physical training experts Gds Majs L. Balakin and V. 
Nechayev believe that results could clearly have been better. They have encountered 
the following problem, for example: after traveling 50-60 kilometers, ski bindings 
have a tendency to "fly." It goes without saying that this holds down the rate of 
advance. KRASNAYA ZVEZDA has time and again raised the problem of quality of aimy 
skis, bindings, and poles. Much has been done, but much still remains to be done. 
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Observing the activities of subunits, we noted that the men travel on skis primari- 
ly at the expense of great physicai effort, expending excessive energy. It would 
be a good thing to add proper ski technique to their considerable strength and 
Sstamina.... But where can the time be found for teaching skiing technique? We 
believe that the deficiency could be corrected if a practice loop of half a kilo- 
meter at maximum were set up at the training center, utilizing free time between 
training classes for unhurried work on technique, without a heavy physical stress 
load. 


.» The resolute assault, with the element of surprise, executed by the company 
under the command of Gds Sr Lt V. Savitskiy promoted the succuss of the advancing 
subunits. 


Rifle Company Training Center 


Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 15 Feb 81 p 1 


[Article by Lt Col A. Kudryavtsev, Red-Banner Far East Military District: "What the 
Training Center Lacks") 


(Text) Before the firing commenced, we asked Maj F. Fedotov, in charge of the 
training center, to show how the target range had been readied for the exercise. 


"The range is electrically operated,” the officer noted, “and all mechanisms are 
operating normally." 


At his signal an operator activated switches on the control console, and targets 
popped up deep in the range. Some of them were moving. It is true that one im- 
mediately noticed that their movement was too slow. A check revealed that the tar- 
gets were moving half as fast as required. The reason was that the target tracks 
were bent. 


Of course those who are responsible for normal operation of training center equip- 
ment and those who conduct training exercises here with their men are well aware 
of the effect of such defects on the quality and effectiveness of training. Never- 
theless training activities continue. The company under the command of Sr Lt V. 
Vasil'yev and other subunits, for example, have trained here on numerous occasions. 
The motorized riflemen learn to fire from an infantry combat vehicle at targets 
which move more slowly than specified by the applicable regulations. Is it neces- 
Sary to come out and state that such unnecessary situation simplification is harm- 
ful? 


"But what can we do?" replies Major Fedotov, shrugging his shoulders. "I do not 
have enough personnel for prompt servicing and repair of training facility equip- 
ment." 


I later learned that the officer in charge of the training center had not told the 
entire story: a sufficient number of specialists had been placed at his disposal 
during the period of seasonal equipment servicing prior to commencement of the new 
trainin; Major Fedotov and the other officers in charge of this work, however, 
were un: .~ organize things well. 


Incidentally, problems on the infantry combat vehicle moving-target firing range 
are no exception to the rule. That same day we visited a tank training area. Here 
too the tank drivers were operating under unnecessarily simplified conditions. The 
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tank routes proved to be unprepared, and therefore the company commander, Sr Lt 

V. Mubarakzyanov, organized the training exercise only at one training station, 

The drivers were learning to cross a minefield through a cleared lane. Regulations 
were violated here as well, since the minefield had been set up with violations of 
tank driver training manual. 


Of course the leader bears primary responsibility for poor organization of an 
exercise. Senior Lieutenant Mubarakzyanov should have made the effort in advance to 
prepare the stations in the tank training area. The company commander failed to do 
so. This does not, however, remove culpability from the officer in charge of the 
training center, Major Fedotov. It was his job to know the condition and state of 
training facilities and to make sure that they are set up in conformity with es- 
tablished requirements. Major Fedotov, however, was completely ignorant about the 
preparedness of the tank training area. And this is not surprising: the officer in 
charge of the training center had not visited the facility for quite some time. 


Quite frankly, this is a rather strange attitude, since the deficiencies in training 
center operations have been the subject of discussion for years. The district com 
bat training directorate officers have also directed attention to this time and 
again. Col P. Semenyuk, Lt Col V. Radchenko and other experts who visited the 
facility during the last training year determined on the spot what had to be done and 
how it should be accomplished in order to ensure that activities at the training 
center be conducted in conditions approximating actual combat. Simulators and other 
equipment were sent here for this purpose. And some things were accomplished in 
preparing for the current trainim ver. As we see, however, much remains to be done. 
Simulators were not installed on schedule, and the completion of a number of train- 
ing facilities is behind schedule. Weapon training facilities, for example, have 
not yet been set up for motorized riflemen and tankers, or a tactical training area 
for training small subunits. 


Of course they know about this at higher headquarters. They do not feel, however, 
adeguate concern for ensuring normal operations of the training center. At the 
present time those staff officers who are responsible for preparation and opera- 
tion of training facilities are displaying energy only as regards meetings and con- 
ferences. But talk alone will not correct the situation. 


Tank Division Party Work 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 1 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by Gds Col I. Mikulin, political section chief, Kantemir Guards Tank Divi- 
sion: “Reliability of New Members") 


[Text] There was a special atmosphere of excitement and elation in the ~olitical sec- 
tion: a group of officers and warrant officers were today receiving thei arty 

cards. Gds Sr Lt E. Kuzin, Gds Lt V. Mazanko, and Gds WO A. Kavardakov.... Person- 
able young men, flawless background data, and excellent recommendations.... 


These young men proceeded to enhance their personal performance record from the 

very first days of service in the division. They took firm position amorg the ranks 
of leaders in socialist competition, brought their subunits up among those rated ex- 
cellent, and have actively participated in volunteer civic work. And with these 
deeds they have earned the recognition of their comrades and the respect and trust of 
the party collective. 
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Warrant Officer N, Popov — aleo 4 skilled, disciplined, knowledgeable specialist — 
also could have been among those to whom | was going to present party cards today. 
But he wae not present, The unit party committee decided to postpone examination of 
the question of accepting Popov to CPSU membership. 


At firet glance it did not appear that there were any substantial reasons for this 
decision: Popov was not 111 at the time, was not away on 4 temporary duty assign- 
ment, and during hie probationary period had committed no breaches of regulations 
or discipline. In short, he had conducted himself in the customary manner. It 
was precisely this “in the customary wanner" which evoked a great many questions on 
the part of the members of the party committee, 


"For a genuine Communist," Gde Maj V. Starkov stated when addressing the meeting of 
the party committee, "it ie not enough that there are no complaints about one's 
job performance, It is not enough for one to be among the leaders, if one's 
neighbor's performance results are below average. The attitude of a Communist is 
the attitude of a person who is active, high-principled and demanding on himself 
and others. During the period of probation Comrade Popov did little to work on his 
political self-education, failed to develop in himself qualities essential to a 
party member, conducted himself in a passive manner, and took almost no part in the 
life and affaire of the collective." 


Major Starkov and the other members of the party committee had fairly substantial 
grounds for these conclusions. On the eve of the meeting at which Warrant Officer 
Popov's report on his period of probation wae discussed, they talked with his im- 
mediate superior, hie fellow soldiers, and learned the opinion of party~unaffiliated 
personnel about him. Then they vieited him at home, inquired about how he spends 
hie leisure time, what hie interests are, and what he reads. They gained what they 
felt wae a fairly clear picture of this person's countenance, his actual and poten- 
tial capabilities as a future party member. The party committee's subsequent deci- 
sion basically does not raise doubts. 


With a closer examination of this situation, however, objections arise pertaining to 
the very substance of the work of the unit party committee (and correspondingly the 
subunit party bureaus as well) with personnel going through their period of 
probation. Why was the needed information on Popov collected so hastily? Did the 
members of the party committee and party bureav not have an opportunity over the 
course of a year thoroughly to study this individual, alongside whom they begin and 
end the workday and live on the same military post? How is it that at the most 
critical moment, when a person's fate was being decided, the Communists who 

had recommended him were not invited to attend the meeting of the party committee?’ 


During the course of the year CPSU probationary member Popov was left virtually to 
his own devices. Nobody worked specifically with him, and nobody required that he 
report on his participation in party organization activities. In addition, even at 
the party meeting in the subunit, that ie, where they should have known and analyzed 
his strong and weak points in great detail, the discussion was a mere formality: 

"We know him. He is worthy. We recommend acceptance." Wor were those party members 
who recommended him heard: after all, they had presented their opinion in writing. 


One can surely understand the bewilderment of the probationary member when, after 
an entire year without criticism or reprimand (therefore assumed satisfactory), a 
great many deficiencies are suddenly “laid out" before him. Popov expressed his 
perplexity as follows: "Couldnt they have told me this sooner?" 
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There is no question about it, the most stringent demands were correctly imposed 
on Warrant Officer Popov, as a canditate for full party membership. Thies ie a 
characteristic feature of our intra-party affaires, CPSU Central Committee General 
Secretary Comrade L. 1, Brezhnev stated at the 26th CPSU Congress: "No excessive 
indulgences to anybody when it ie a matter of the honor and prestige of our party 
and the purity of ite ranks!" 


Party demandingness also presupposes maximum attention toward an individual. Mutual 
relations in our party are constructed on the foundation of mutual interest in suc- 
cess and enhanced mutual responsibility. Mutual! Precisely thie high demandingness, 
it was emphasized at the 26th CPSU Congress, ensures the party's monolithic unity 
and ite ability to head the Soviet society, confidently to lead the Soviet people 
along the road to communism. 


In the unit party committee discussed above, at a certain moment they forgot about 
mutual responsibility and that the year of probationary membership is a time of 
serious verification not only of the probationary member's political, professional 
and moral qualities but aleo the activeness and indoctrinational strength of the 
party organization. 


The question of acceptance of Gde Sr Lt A. Stupak to CPSU probationary membership, 
for example, was handled as follows. Critical comments about him were stated at a 
meeting: he does not always conscientiously perform his duties on the job, departs 
from regulations, and rarely follows a job through from beginning to end. These 
were serious criticiems, and it was quite reasonable to put off the question of 
probationary membership. But positive recommendations were read at the meeting, 
recommendations given to Stupak by party bureau member Lt Col A. Bredikhin and 
party member N. Panin. These are persons of authority and prestige, and their 
opinion seemed to dull the sharpness of the complaints. The majority of party mem- 
bers voted in favor of acceptance. 


But soon it turned out that veteran party members Bredikhin and Panin had erred. 
More precisely, they had not been quite objective in their evaluation of Stupak's 
conduct. He had no intention of turning over a new leaf. On the contrary, using 
the opinion of these prestigicus comrades as a protective shield, he believed that 
now all his troubles were over. He proceeded to commit disciplinary infractions. 
The question of party membership for Senior Lieutenant Stupak was settled before the 
end of his probationary period: he was expelled from probationary membership in 

the CPSU. 





In the political section, however, they decided that things should not end with 
this. On our advice the party members who had recommended Stupak appeared before 
the party committee. You can imagine the surprise of the party committee members 
when Panin stated that the purpose of probationary membership is to “weed out" un- 
fit individuals. If one follows this logic, recommendations can be given to any- 
body at all -- during the year of probation things can be sorted out. Not only is 
this attitude incorrect, it is also contrary to the CPSU Pules and Regulations for 
CPSU Organizations in the Soviet Army and Navy. The right to recommend a person 
for party membership is a high and responsible privilege of a CPSU member who has 
been a party member for not less than 5 years. A person giving a recommendation 
is obligated to study the candidate thoroughly and to be convinced that he will 
become a genuine party warrior. Also manifested in this is the high degree of our 
party demandingness and mutual responsibility to one another. 
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In the above example we have addressed one aspect of the problem — the personal 
responsibility of individuals giving recommendations, But it is aleo appropriate 
here to discuse collective responsibility, which is both indoctrinated and mani~- 
feasted at party meetings. Extensive publicity and open discussion of the profes~ 
sional qualities of an individual seeking party membership help both the candidate 
and the collective more accurately evaluate hie capabilities and to reach correct 
conclusions, 


We have become convinced through practical experience what a fine achool of indoc~ 
trination of a high degree of demandingness and civic activeness open party meetings 
can become, meetings at which the question of acceptance to CPSU ranks is dis- 
cussed, The frank, confidential atmosphere of these meetings brings the party-un- 
affiliated even closer to the concerns and needs of the party organization, and the 
high demandingness of Communists serves as an example for all. We extensively em 
ploy thie form of activity. Suffice it to say that 92 percent of persone who have 
become CPSU members in the last year were accepted at open party meetings. All of 
them had done excellently in their jobs and in civic activities. 


For several years now a school of young Communists has been actively operating in 
thie division. The program of activities drawn up by the political section is close- 
ly linked with current problems being addressed by the units. Class activities are 
conducted by experienced political workers. Frequently lectures are presented by 
instructors from the Military Political Academy imeni V. 1. Lenin and ranking of- 
ficials of local party and Soviet agencies. 


The political section constantly monitors the activities of primary party organiza- 
tions involving young Communists. We regularly receive reports from secretaries of 
party bureaus and party committees. This obliges them to be more concerned with 
growth in productive initiative, responsibility for quality of new party members, 
to trust them in a Leninist bold manner and to test them with deeds. 


In large part thanks to a strictly individual, demanding approach to acceptance to 
party membership, we comparatively rarely resort to extreme measures. But sometimes 
it is necessary to resort to such measures. In the last five years six persons have 
been expelled from CPSU membership in our organization, and nine probationary men- 
bers have been refused acceptance to full membership. And these actions were cor- 
rect: everybody should see and know that there is no place in our party ranks for 
the unworthy. 


Command Training Discussed 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 3 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Lt Col G. Ivanov: “The Battery Is Considered 
Satisfactory...."] 


[Text] In his letter to the editor, Engr-Sr Lt V. Legen'kikh talks about ways to 
strengthen discipline and increase the effectiveness of political indoctrination work 
in the battery. He was drawn to these reflections by instances of poor performance 
by individual enlisted personnel and noncommissioned officers, drinking of alcoholic 
beverages, and mutual relations contrary to regulations, Considerable indoctrina- 
tion measures are conducted inthe subunit, but at the present time they are failing 
to produce the desired result. And the author of the letter reaches the conclusion 
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that in the campaign for firm military order it is essential to place emphasis on 
the strictest punishment measures, 


A check indicated that the instances of deviation from the requirements of regula- 
tions as reported by officer V. Legen'kikh had indeed occurred. As for his claim 
that discipline violators were treated too leniently in the subunit, it was in- 
sufficiently substantiated, Sgt P. Mozgovoy, Jr Sgt V. Bessmertnykh, Pica K, 
Intengenov and V. Oshmyan, and Pvt §. Kosobryukhov were severely punished in the 
battery for breaches of regulations. But why is it that employment of these measures 
is failing to produce the desired indoctrinational effect? 


When one penetrates more deeply into the work style of the battery commander, Capt 
V. Bakulin, his deputy commander for political affairs, Sr Lt P. Silenko, and the 
platoon leaders, one becomes convinced that they lack the ability to handle as an 
aggregate tasks of personnel training and indoctrination. This is revealed most 
vividly in work with noncommissioned officers, the role of whom is clearly 
depreciated in the life and activities of the subunit. Some of them are unable 
correctly to establish mutual relations with subordinates and to combine strict 
demandingness with respect for the personal dignity of personnel, They need as- 
sistance — strong, concrete, effective assistance precisely in this area, 


"We teach the noncommissioned officers teaching skills at instruction methods con- 
ferences," stated Captain Bakulin. 


Such a conference was held on the day before my arrival at the subunit. Of course 
it required thorough preparation on the part of the commander, However, when I 
asked Captain Bakulin to show me the agenda summary, he replied: "Why do you need 

to look at a piece of paper? We can discuss matters as thoroughly as you want with- 
out going into documents. For example, Battery Warrant Officer Voroshilov talked 
for 20 minutes and gave a meaningful presentation...." I talked with the NCOs and 
asked them what useful advice they had obtained from the conference. "Just one 

piece of advice -- we must campaign more vigorously against deficiencies," stated 

Jr Sgt 1. Latypov. But the noncommissioned officers themselves stated that they had 
not received a substantive response on how to accomplish this, what effective forms 
and methods to utilize. 





It is not surprising that some NCOs, especially young ones, hesitate to use the 
disciplinary powers granted to them by military regulations. Here is an example. 
Pvt N. Rudin appeared at morning inspection with poorly polished boots. His squad 
leader, Jr Sgt M. Abdrakhmanov, docked his pay as punishment. 


"Is that not too severe a punishment for a young soldier who has had no black marks 
prior to this time?" I asked Abdrakhmanov. 


"How else should he be penalized?" he replied in surprise. 


In the course of further conversation it was ascertained that Junior Sergeant 
Abdrakhmanov did not precisely know what disciplinary authorities he was given by 
regulations. Of course he is young and inexperienced. Therefore he is particular- 
ly in need of assistance by experienced NCOs, warrant officers, and officers. This 
assistance should obviously be expressed first and foremost in analysis of concrete 
instances from the practical disciplinary activities of lower-echelon commanders. 
No such training is being offered in the subunit, however. 
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Socialist competition contains considerable reserve potential for improving the 
teaching and methods skills of lower-echelon command personnel, How is it being 
utiliged for this purpose in the battery? It would be a waste of time to try to 
find such items in the individual pledges of the NCOs. The noncommissioned of- 
ficers, just as the enlisted men, copied them from a sample given to them by 
Senior Lieutenant Silenko. 


The NCOs frequently turn for advice to Sr Sgt V. Shevchenko, who possesses good 
knowledge of military service and good methods training. Obviously one could well 
synthesize his know-how. I mentioned this to the battery commander. 


"Are you kidding?" retorted Captain Bakulin, shrugging his shoulders. "Last year 
we synthesized the experience and know-how of Sergeant Valikov, and later regretted 
it. Following his discharge into the reserves we learned that he had been abusing 
his position.” 


Lack of confidence in subordinates is also a result of poor indoctrination work 
with them. In the battery they attempt to make up for this deficiency with the 
strictest administrative measures. Within a short period of time they have dis- 
missed three NCOs in this subunit. Recently Jr Sgt V. Selivanov was promoted to 
a command slot. He had previously been reprimanded for drinking. They assumed, 
however, that Selivanov realized his position of responsibility and would change 
his behavior. They were wrong. And since they were wrong, what kind of an indoc- 
trinator can he be? 


The people in the unit remember when this battery consistently maintained the title 
of excellent. It began to slide when Captain Bakulin was made commanding officer. 
It is his duty to teach the NCOs by personal example the skill of indoctrination, 
to display self-control and to respect their personal dignity. Unfortunately, 
Captain Bakulin is haughty and tactless toward his subordinates, and he sometimes 
employs doubtful indoctrinational techniques. For example, he wrote a letter to 
the parents of Pvt S. Kogsobryukhov, in which he asked them to try to prevail upon 
their son, who had been committing disciplinary infractions. As could be expected, 
the soldier's parents declined this request and tactfully advised the officer more 
vigorously to employ the arsenal of military education science. But Captain 
Bakulin failed to take the hint. Soon a letter was sent to the mother of Pfc V. 
Oshmyana, written by her son but at the insistence of Captain Bakulin. In the 
letter the private told his mother about his foul-ups in the service. Of course 
the indoctrinational effect obtained was opposite to what was desired. 


Poor methodological and indoctrination work with NCOs in the battery, as well as 
officers and warrant officers doing the job of NCOs are occurring with full knowledge 
of the unit commander as well as political worker Lt Col N. Yermakov. How do they 
respond to these deficiencies in the subunit which is right in their own front yard? 


On the instructions of the commanding officer, responsible officers are designated 
in the subunit who from reveille to taps essentially perform the duties of the 
NCOs. On one occasion Captain Bakulin forgot to designate a responsible officer, 
so he himself was summoned to the barracks. Experienced commanders and military 
leaders have stated quite clearly on the pages of KRASNAYA ZVEZDA that designating 
responsible officers is contrary to the letter and spirit of military regulations 
and means that they are doing the job of NCOs. When I reminded the unit commander 
of this fact, he replied: "I have my own point of view on that score." 
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Battery officers related to Lieutenant Colonel Yermakov their difficulties in indoc~ 
trination work. Captain Bakulin showed him a letter from the parents of Private 
Kosobryukhov. Before writing hie letter to the editor of KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, officer 
Legen'kikh frankly discussed the problem with the political worker. Unfortunately 
nobody received either sensible advise or concrete help from Lieutenant Colonel 
Yermakov. 


The political worker's words also showed an attitude of complacency during our con- 
versation, It was strange, for example, to hear him say: "We consider this battery 
satisfactory. It does not cause us any concern." 


1 also sensed an atmosphere of complacency, very close to indifference, at a party 
meeting, at which unit headquarters Communists discussed their tasks in the area of 
maintaining proper order and discipline in the subordinate subunits. The statements 
at the meeting contained appeals to become permeated with a feeling of responsibili- 
ty, but these words were not followed by any concrete suggestions or proposals. 


Party organization secretary Lt Col S. Verniy warned me before the meeting that the 
battery under the command of Captain Bakulin would be devoted no more attention 
than the other subunits. Indeed, only one of the speakers mentioned it even in 
passing. Judging from everything, the people in the party organization also con- 
sider that everything is going well in the battery. 


But how are things in actual fact? The facts indicate that things are not going so 
well. 


Tank Company Fire Training 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 3 Apr 81 p 1 


[Article by Maj S. Ivanovskiy, Red-Banner Ural Military District: "In Unnecessarily 
Simplified Conditions" ] 


[Text] I arrived at the gunnery training facility when Sr Lt V. Saitov's men, 
according to the schedule, were to begin a tank gunnery drill. For a period of five 
hours they were to improve their skills in reconnoitering targets, determining 
range to target, engage in firing practice, and work on a number of performance 
standards. It was unusually quiet at the gunnery facility, however. 


"The commanding officer of the training center will not let us fire," the company 
commander explained the situation. "We were late in submitting the request.... We 
shall drill without actually firing, which is also beneficial." 


Thus the decision was made to hold a tank gunnery drill without firing. But even 
this unnecessary relaxation of demands proved not to be the sole one. Soon we 
learned that the target situation would not be complete: some of the target lifts 
and moving target drive mechanisms were not operating.... 


"We shall restrict ourselves to those targets which are operating," the commanding 
officer decided, and ordered the tankers to disperse to the training stations. 


He himself proceeded to drill three crews in boarding and dismounting from tanks. 
His entire routine boiled down to giving commands. The instructor had neither a 
stopwatch nor even a sheet of paper on which he could note comments on mistakes 


56 














made by his men. This of course also had an effect on the men's attitude toward 
the drill. They performed sluggishly, without enthusiasm. 


The company's deputy commander for political affairs, Sr Lt V. Androshchuk, super- 
vieed the tankers’ firing technique training. He too failed to take any notes and 
to note gross mistakes made by the men. Jr Sgt M. Gulyayev, for example, having 
readied for combat, failed to close the hatch. It was later ascertained that he 
had done this on purpose: when it was necessary to report readiness to fire, 
Gulyayev stuck his head out of the hatch and shouted: "Ready for action." It 
seems that the sergeant had not yet learned how to use the radio. 


Incidentally, other specialists also made mistakes and violated radio communication 
procedures at the tank gunnery drill. 


Battalion deputy commander Capt V. Gribanov was present at the drill. The command- 
ing officer sent him to the gunnery training facility to monitor the exercise. 

But this officer's monitoring activities were limited merely to observation. He 
took no steps to impose proper order and organization at the training stations 

and failed to require that the company commander correct deficiencies, although 

it was his duty to do so. How can one explain this behavior? Most probably by 

the fact that such scenes are no uncommon thing at this gunnery training facility. 
Tankers, as the officers themselves attest, frequently work under unnecessarily 
simplified conditions. 


"The main thing is that the drill is conducted," stated Captain Gribanov on this 
score, 


I believe that this statement also clearly indicates the attitude of some other of 
the battalion's officers: the campaign for efficiency and quality of each and 
every training class, each and every drill and exercise has not yet become a 

focus of their daily concern. 


Motorized Rifle Company Tactical Training 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 5 Apr 81 p 1 


[Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Col Ye. Babynin, Red-Banner Kiev Military 
District: "Open Lesson" ] 


[Text] The motorized rifle company under the command of Gds Sr Lt F. Makovchuk 
was in action at the firing range. Riflemen, rocket launcher crewmen, machine- 
gunners and other specialists were acquiring marksmanship skills. There was a 
sense of precision and coordination in the actions of the instructors at the train- 
ing stations, scattered about the firing range. 


The regimental deputy commander directed the attention of the officers observing 
this exercise precisely to this feature. The open lesson he is conducting today 
should promote the cause of improving the quality of and intensifying the learning 
process at the concluding stage of winter combat training. The subunit commanders 
attending the lesson have the opportunity to become more thoroughly acquainted 

with the know-how of one of the unit's top methods experts, Guards Senior Lieutenant 
Makovchuk. 








Thies officer, whose task was to teach hie men to hit targets with the first round 
fired, achieved considerable results, And an important role was played by the 
fact that at each training session he creates a complex tactical situation for 

hie men, placing them in conditions maximally approaching actual combat, Today he 
has set up several training stations, But all of them are tied in, as it were, to 
4 single tactical background, so that no matter what task the mer, are performing 
at a given training station, each man feele that he is a part of a single unified 
order of battle, 


The lesson is also useful to the officers of other subunits. The regimental deputy 
commander instructs them to study the exercise plan prepared by the company com- 
mander. For clarity of presentation, the plan is duplicated on a special display 
stand. Thus the officers are able to compare what ie entered in the various 
sections of the plan with what ie taking place on the firing range. Proceeding 
from one training station to another, they carefully observe the instructors. The 
regimental deputy commander provides on-the-spot commentary on the exercise. 


He stopped at a training station where motorized riflemen were performing a firing 
drill. The officer supervising the exercise at this station was committing an 
egregious error: a soldier was performing the exercise, while the officer was tell- 
ing him what to do and how. The regimental deputy commander ordered him to cor- 
rect the deficiency. 


Later, at the critique session, the officers will discuss all details of the exer- 
cise and will thoroughly analyze both the positive elements and deficiencies in the 
actions of Guards Senior Lieutenant Makovchuk and his men. But it was already 
evident that a high degree of exercise intensity and effectiveness depend in large 
measure on the company commander's ability to achieve success in training personnel 
in a reduced period of time and with the least expenditure of resources. 


Each individual became convinced that success can be guaranteed only when all con- 
ditions have been established in the subunit for accomplishing training schedules 
and socialist pledges. Guards Senior Lieutenant Makovchuk had created such con- 
ditions. The company has good training facilities, comprising a mobile complex 
which can be utilized both in classrooms and in the field. 


Yes, the open lesson provided much benefit to the officers. The following statement 
was made, for example, by Maj Gen A. Kozlov, chief of the district combat training 
and military educational institutions directorate, who was present at the exercise: 
"I believe that all those present became once again convinced that the open lesson 
is an effective form of officer methods training. Naturally such an activity 
requires thorough preparation. I should like to mention two items in particular -- 
preparation of instructors at training stations, and work with officers present 

at the lesson. I have used the word work, because these officers should not be 
merely observers. It is very important to get the officers focused on creative 
perception and comprehension of everything they see. In this instance the lesson 
organizers, in my opinion, have achieved this. As a result, the activity was cul- 
minated by an interesting, instructive discussion on ways to improve methods of 
teaching personnel marksmanship, and improved effectiveness and quality of train- 
ing. In connection with this it is appropriate to stress that the resolutions of 
the 26th CPSU Congress and the CPSU Central Committee, USSR Council of Ministers, 
All-Union Central Trade Union Council and Komsomol Central Committee Decree on 
Nationwide Socialist Competition focus all of us precisely on the campaign for 
effectiveness and quality. To achieve a high degree of effectiveness and quality of 
each exercise means to boost troop combat readiness to an even higher level. 
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Tank Regiment Training Problems 


Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 9 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Maj M. Malygin, Red-Banner Odessa Military 
District: "Last-Minute Rush Before Examination" ] 


{Text} At the end of January combined unit headquarters conduwted performmce evihution werckes 
in a certain tank regiment. The examination was thorough and comprehensive. Ex- 
perienced officers Lt Cols L. Gerfurt, B. Virit'ko, V. Grinchuk and others were work- 
ing in the unit. A field exercise was subsequently held. The summary documents 
which were drawn up following the performace evaluation q@ercises contained an 
evaluation of personnel proficiency. 


In particular, they noted the high level of methodological preparation of company 
commander Sr Lt S. Roman'ko and the successes of his men in meeting pledges in the 
area of tactical-special training. Unit engineer service chief Maj V. Movchan 
showed himself to be a good organizer at the exercise; at his initiative the sub- 
units employed a number of efficient field fortification techniques. 


These same documents, however, pointed out a number of serious deficiencies in or- 
ganization of the training process and indicated that socialist competition had 

not become an effective means of high-quality accomplishment of training schedules 

in the regiment. For example, in the battalion under the command of Maj A. Volkov 
the schedule of tank battery drills for the first two months of winter combat train- 
ing had been accomplished by only 20 percent. The battalion under the command of 
Capt V. Zubarev, which had pledged to earn a rating of excellent, was behind schedule 
in tactical training and driving. 


Combined unit headquarters focused particular attention on rigorous observance of 
schedule discipline, efficient utilization of training facilities, and observance 
of proper sequence in training. 


What conclusions were drawn in the unit after this? Let us again return to facts 
pertaining to the end of March and beginning of April, that is, the concluding 
stage of the winter training period. 


On the moving-target tank gunnery range at the training center, firing practice was 
being conducted by the company under the command of Sr Lt Vladimir Nesterov. A run 
had just been completed. Performance had been mediocre. Those enlisted personnel 
and NCOs who had not yet fired or who had already completed the exercise stood idly 
by at the tower, endeavoring to shelter themselves from the piercing wind. Such a 
drill could produce little benefit for the tankers. There was no feeling of com 
petitiveness, and no drills at other training stations had been organized (although 
right alongside there was a tank gunnery training facility with modern simulators). 
The same mediocre results which the gunners had "attained" at preceding practices 
were repeated. This was graphically indicated by the exercise and firing (drill) 
log: of 10 firing sessions conducted on the moving-target range, eight had not 
received a mark higher than 3. 


Let us discuss certain details. They will help us understand why improvements in 
the skills of company personnel were so insignificant, although the company was 
approaching the end of the training period. We must mention, for example, that the 
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moving-target firing range practice had not been scheduled — the schedule called 

for personnel to be working in the gunner simulator classroom. In addition, the 

tanks were essentially not ready for firing -- Major Volkov and his officere zeroed in 
on the weapons during the practice session. This is additional evidence indicating 
that it would have been more expedient to utilize simulator devices. And how can one 
explain the fact that there was absolutely no competition on specific performance 
targets and combat training performance standards? 


The situation at the tank training area, at which the 8th Company, under the com- 
mand of Sr Lt Leonid Nesterov, was training, is approximately the same, 


All this indicated that the inspection drills held in the regiment at the end of 
January by combined unit headquarters, and somewhat later by the district combat 
training and military educational institution directorate, had not been an object 
lesson for the unit commanding officer, staff, and party organization. 


What do the facts indicate? That in order to eliminate gaps: in the performance of 


personne! of a number of subunits and to meet pledges, in the final phase of the 
train period they resorted to last-minute rush work in the regiment, expressed 
in cose. ing with live ammunition and utilizing vehicle resources. This example is 


quite eloquent. The company under the command of Sr Lt A. Kram pledged to earn 

a rating of excellent. What steps were taken in the unit to assist the subunit 

reach its goal? In particular, the company was given the opportunity to hold on 

the moving-target tank gunnery range twice as many practice sessions as, for example, 
the subunits under the command of Sr Lts V. Nesterov and S. Chernyagin. These sub- 
units had not pledged to become excellent-rated, 


Of course one can understand the desire of the commanding officer, his staff, and 
the party committee to devote greater attention to subunits which made tough 
pledges. But obviously achievement of their stated goals should not be secured 
with such methods and at such a price, for essentially the companies were placed in 
an unequal position: candidates for a rating of excellent were given more ammunition 
and more time for practice sessions at the training center and in the simulator 
classroom (although everything is in rigorous conformity in the calendar schedule), 
while less facilities support is offered to those companies which are somewhat 
weaker. Such an approach is contrary to the very nature of socialist competition, 
which is based on people's initiative and innovativeness, their aspiration to 
achieve superiority and to improve quality and efficiency of labor in honest, open 
effort. 


At this point we must recall a statement made by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his 
report at the 26th CPSU Congress: "Socialist competition is creativity by the 
masses. It is essentially based on people's high degree of conscientiousness and 
initiative. It is precisely this initiative which helps reveal and mobilize 
production reserve potential and helps improve work efficiency and quality." 


Such initiative, as experience shows, develops deeply and broadly when it is re- 
inforced with concrete organizational work and tireless concern for creating the 
conditions requisite for achieving pledges and to ensure that the spark of lively 
rivalry and competition between individuals and subunits does not become extinguished. 
Unfortunately there is no such attitude toward competition in the regiment under 
discussion. In place of strict daily monitoring and assistance to subunit com- 
manders in organization of the training process and competition, which is an 

















inseparable part of the training process, we encountered here last-minute rush 
work in the final phase of winter combat training, substitution of certain exer~ 
ciaes for others, and violation of the proper methods sequence of training. 


But what about the officers at combined unit headquarters and the district combat 
training and military educational institutions directorate? For it was they who 

in January-February drew up practical recommendations for correcting deficiencies 
and assisting the regiment, implementation of which would have made it possible in 
large measure to avoid violations of schedule discipline, to arrange efficient 
utilization of training facilities, and to increase the effectiveness of competi- 
tion. Yes, recommendations are kept on file at headquarters, but unfortunately the 
unit's officers have obviously received inadequate assistance in organizing train- 
ing activities and socialist competition, 


Col V. Shushko, combat training directorate senior officer, addressing a 

meeting of the party organization of the district combat training and military 
educational institutions directorate soon after the item entitled "Forgotten 
Simulators" appeared in KRASNAYA ZVEZDA, specified one of the reasons for this. 

He noted in particular that many of the directorate's officers cannot offer prac- 
tical assistance to commanders in efficient utilization of training and simulation 
devices in training personnel, since they themselves have not learned to work with 
the simulators. This party member also discussed another matter with a deep note 
of concern: it is necessary to improve one's work style in the line unit, to en- 
sure that all training activities be conducted at modern training facilities and 
that they be permeated with a spirit of competition. 


A suggestion was made at that party meeting in mid-January to hold classes with 
directorate officers on employment of training and simulation devices in the 
process of training. But winter combat training is coming to an end, and such 
classes have not yet been held. Is there not a direct link between this fact and 
the fact that modern gunner training simulators and tank driver film screen 
simulators have as a rule been utilized in the tank regiment up to the present time 
only in demonstration? Nor can one ignore the following. In order to create the 
appearance of intensive utilization of film-assisted simulators in the training 
process, they have resorted in this unit to outright deception: they have filled 
in a log indicating the holding of practice sessions, with mention of exercises 
which were not even contained in company training schedules. 


Only a few days remain to the end of winter training. Performance results will be 
totaled up. The regiment is again at the threshold of a major inspection. The 
lessons learned during the winter training period provide strong reason for a 
demanding, party-principled analysis of organization of all elements of the training 
process and competition in the unit. Strict observance of schedule discipline, 
responsibility of each individual for the assigned work area, and the ability to 
unite word and deed are a guarantee of success, a most important condition for im- 
proving the quality and effectiveness of combat and political training as well as 
effectiveness of competition. 


APC Simulator Training 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 10 Apr 81 p 1 


[Article by Maj M. Lishniy, Red-Banner Ural Military District: "Vigorousness of 
Search" ] 


[Text] The infantry combat vehicle, easily negotiating one obstacle after 
the other, was rapidly approaching the line of departure. If it were not for 
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the flashes sparking from the pieces of ice cut off by the vehicle's tracks, one 
might think that the ICV was not rolling across a training ground but was soaring 
in the air — the driver was moving it with such even smoothness. 


"Yee, one can see the skill developed on the film-coupled simulator," smiled 
battalion commander Maj K. Tyan, following the vehicle with his gaze. "And yet 
there was a time when it was necessary to convince people of its effectiveness... ." 
The battalion commander recalled the first demonstration session on the film 
coupled simulator held for the regiment's officers. 


At that time there were even more skeptics than he had anticipated. "After all, 
film is film," one of them commented about the new device. Some were bothered by 
the simulator's complexity, others by the very fact of simulation of the vehicle 
driving process, while still others were bothered simply by the newness of the 
device. In short, it was not easy for the officers immediately to give up ac~- 
customed training techniques based on utilization of the actual organic equipment. 


But the battalion commander was sure of ultimate success. Preparing for the 
demonstration, he tried out the simulator and, as an experienced expert, immediately 
realized its value. The simulator requires of the trainee composure, total atten- 
tion, the ability to operate the controls blindfolded, and to respond swiftly to 
road situation changes. Consequently, the officer reasoned, these and other 
qualities essential to the driver can be developed more rapidly with the aid of 

the simulator.... This awareness gave him even greater energy in working with 

his subordinates. 


First of all he held several classes for officers, warrant officers, and NCOs. He 
worked on the skeptics with particular effort, and soon their opinion of the new 
device changed. Training classes on the simulator became a mandatory phase in 

the training of drivers, without which no driver is allowed to take the controls of 
an ICV. A detailed simulator training schedule has been drawn up in the battalion. 
The schedule in the companies is prepared taking this master schedule into account. 


Major Tyan is a person who is tireless in quest, who is vigorous and assertive 

when the matter at hand is adoption of the new andprogressive. Some subunits have 
only just begun considering using film-coupled simulators, while Major Tym, having 
trained the subunit commanders, has begun training young specialists. With the aid 
of various technical devices they learn to fire up the engine, operate the controls, 
and acquire other elementary skills. Then they begin training on the film-coupled 
simulator. This cuts initial training time almost in half. 


The quality of driver training has also improved. When they proceed to operate the 
actual vehicle they no longer “abuse” it, as used to be the case before simulators 
were employed. There are fewer breakdowns, and more economical consumption of 
vehicle mileage, fuel and lubricants has been achieved. The best proof of the ef- 
fectiveness of technical training devices is the fact that the battalion invariably 
is the winner in socialist competition. 


Employment of simulators of course also presupposes search in methodology, for 
simulators alone do not solve the problems of improving quality and effectiveness 
of the training process. Party member Tyan understands this well, and life itself 
demands an innovative approach to utilization of technical training devices. 
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He noted once at the tank training area that the young drivers who had trained on 

a film-coupled simulator were making a good many mistakes while negotiating obstacles 
on the driving routes. Analyzing them, Major Tyan drew attention to the fact that 
for some reason all vehicles were "squeezing" the boundary markers on obstacles only 
with the right track. 


He went to the simulator. He reviewed the films: vehicle operation in summer, 
winter, during the spring and autumn bad roads season.... The film ran, presenting 
the trainee with training area views, forcing him to manipulate the controls in con- 
formity with the situation. The batv.alion commander observed and took notes: he 
recorded how many pits and holes, stumps and other obstacles were taken by the 
imaginary left track and how many by the right. He then asked what the trainee had 
noted. And a regular pattern emerged -- the trainee sees practically nothing of 

the right trackway. Consequently he fails to notice obstacles along the right 
side. Seated on the left-hand side of the simulator, seeing the left trackway 
approaching on the screen, he concentrates his attention mostly on it. The men must 
be taught to distribute their attention more evenly. And the best way to do this 

is by combining simulator work with actual driving. 


Soon an optimal variant of this combination was found. Major Tyan demonstrated 
experimentally, using one of the companies as an example, that it is more expedient 
to hold the first actual driving session after two or three simulator sessions, and 
then alternate them. 


It would seem that everything has been tested out and taken into account. In the 
last training year the battalion earned first place in the regiment in competition 
results. And currently, in the final phase of the winter period of training, the 
motorized riflemen are also in the lead. But the battalion commander continues 
seeking new ways to improve the effectiveness and quality of the training process, 
inspiring his men with his own energy. 


A class was in session in the classroom. Pvt G, Shestov was in the film-coupled 
Simulator cab. The screen lit up. A winding road, taken on film, proceeded to 
rush under the simulator's “tracks.” The simulator was rocking, like a vehicle 
running across potholes in the road. 


But suddenly a deep hole appeared on the screen. It was necessary to brake. The 
driver, however, was too slow in applying the brakes, and the simulator shook 
violently. A sensation as if it had in fact driven into a hole. 


"Watch the terrain more closely,” Sr Lt M. Chemlakov, the class instructor, warned 
the soldier. 


The driver proceeded to pay closer attention. But soon he made another mistake. 
A sharp left turn appeared on the screen. A vehicle stood beyond the turn. Private 
Shestov "sideswiped" it with the right side of his vehicle. 


"I am not yet able to notice everything,” he said in embarrassment, wiping perspira- 
tion from his forehead. “If only the film could be slowed down a bit...." 





"That's it, slow it down,” Major Tyan agreed with the driver. 
"For training recruits we need a simulator in which film speed can be controlled, 


where the instructor could —“ speed up the film as the trainees acquired the 
requisite skills.’ 
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The exercise in the tank training area was coming to an end. According to the 
schedule, the company under the command of Sr Lt K. Neske was practicing here today. 
He directed his men with precision and responded swiftly to all scenario instruc- 
tion changes given him by Major Tyan. Each of the drivers demonstrated what he 

was capable of achieving and received an appropriate performance mark. Judging from 
the high marks, the battalion commander had every reason to be pleased with the 
results. 


That evening, when I entered che motorized riflemen's barracks following the driv- 
ing exercise, the major was sitting in his office and writing om a notepad. Platoon 
examination records lay on the desk in front of him, with comments after each name. 
It seems he had in fact noted errors in his men's performance.... 


The telephone rang. 


"Comrade Major, the tank training area is ready for night activities,” came a report 
from the other end of the line, and the battalion commander proceeded to get ready 
to reiurn to the training area. 


Airborne Mountain Training 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 14 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by Gds Sr Lt A. Kolotilo, Red-Banner Turkestan Military District: “Across 
A Mountain River") 


[Text] Airborne troops were accomplishing a march in mountain terrain. They had 
orders to advance to a mountain pass, to seize and hold it until the main forces 
arrived. A difficult mission was assigned to the combat engineers under the com 
mand of Gds Maj S. Morozov. They were to mine the mountain trails which the 
"aggressor" might use to approach the pass. 


Guards Major Morozov was no novice in the mountains. He had performed a similar 
mission on several occasions. Therefore he realized that they could encounter the 
most unexpected things. Take, for example, the river which was marked on the 

map as a thin blue thread. Under normal conditions it would be easy to cross. But 
they had to consider the time of year: glacier melting had naturally increased 
river flow. 


His assumption proved correct. They could hear the mighty roar of the river as it 
still lay hidden behind a turn in the road. Then reconnaissance reported that the 
river was rising and that the mountain torrent, roaring out of the gorge, was 
carrying uprooted trees. 


The officer analyzed the information provided by his scouts and made a calculation. 
He decided to cross the river. A few minutes later the assault force's first com- 
bat vehicle entered the water. Making a directional correction to compensate for 
current, and skillfully maneuvering between rocks and fallen logs, the driver 
climbed the opposite bank. The second and third vehicles also made it across.... 


Finally the last vehicle entered the water. It would seem that there was no 
reason to be concerned over this vehicle. It was being driven by an experienced 
specialist, Gds Pfc V. Ryabchenko. But the river, as if becoming enraged at the 
pertinacity of these men, showed its treacherous nature. 
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The airborne combat vehicle had just reached midriver when the driver felt the 
vehicle begin to turn, A waterlogged treetrunk, invisible below the seething 
water surface, had wedged between the deflector and shutter of one of the water 
jets. Guards Pie Ryabchenko used every ounce of hie skill to keep the vehicle 
from going into rotation. He was able to drive the vehicle into shallow water on 
one jet, 


But the danger was not past. The powerful current was battering and heeling the 
vehicle, Ite tracks were wedged between rocks, Water wae beginning to eplash 
over the top. 


On command the crew members, securing to the vehicle cables which had been thrown 
to them from shore, clambered acrose to the riverbank. The winch roared, but the 
vehicle would not budge, and the cables snapped. The river seemed to be waiting 
for this moment: the torrent seized the steel hull of the airborne combat vehicle 
and carried it off downstream. Within seconds it disappeared below the water sur- 
face. 


None of the paratroopers had expected euch a turn of «vente. The decision was made 
to retrieve the vehicle from the river with their own re#ou ces. They threw a 
cable across the river. Probing with a long boathook, they determined the loca- 
tion of the drowned vehicle. Wow they had to secure cables to the vehicle and 
haul it out. This meant that somebody bed to dive into the river and secure the 
cables. Who was willing to perform such a task? Every man volunteeered for the 
job. 


"I'll do it myself," decided Guards Major Morozov, and added: "Guards Lieutenant 
Mel'nik will asssist me." 


The raft carrying the two officers proceeded toward the drowned vehicle. Water- 
logged tree trunks knocked the raft back and forth, and the men remaining on shore 
were quite anxious as they observed this battle with the raging torrent. The two 
officers reached the site and went to work. Guards Lieutenant Mel'nik held the 

raft by boathook directly above the vehicle. Guards Major Morozov, securing to a 
safety line, then dived into the water. The icy cold txk his breath aay. Making his 
way down the boathook hand over hand, the officer reached the vehicle. He deter- 
mined the position of the vehicle and noted that it was standing well, on its tracks. 


On his next trip down, the officer carried with him the end of a tow cable. He 
attached it securely. After a brief rest on the surface, he went down again.... 


Guards Major Morozov secured six tow cables, in order to ensure an adequate margin 
of strength for certain recovery of the vehicle. But now it was necessary to con- 
mect the cable ends to the winch cables. Leaving Guards Lieutenant Mel'nik on 
shore, Guards Major Morozov made his way alone by raft along the raging river. 


A large waterlogged tree trunk rammed the raft and drove it onto a rock projecting 
from the water, dumping the officer into the river. His legs became fouled in the 
safety line, preventing him from making his way to the surface. But Morozov kept 
his head: severing the safety line with his paratrooper knife, he proceeded to make 
his way back to shore. 
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Soon another raft was built. Guards Major Morozov rafted the winch cables out into 
the river and spliced them to the tow cables secured to the vehicle. The combat 
vehicle was then hauled out of the river. The men all pitched in to restore it to 
serviceable condition, and it resumed ite place in the column, 


This unforeseen delay did not become an obstacle to accomplishment of the assigned 
mission, The paratroopers succeeded in beating the “aggressor” to the pases. 


We should like to add to the above that party member Guards Major Morozov has more 
than 1000 disarmed explosive o}' °ts to hie credit. He has made 160 parachute jumps 
in performance of combat train «4 missions. This officer has received numerous com- 
mendations for boldness, initiative, and resoluteness in conditions approximating 
actual combat. 


3024 
CSO: 1801/219 
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NAVAL FORCES 


SOVIET NAVAL CAPABILITIES: FRENCH SOURCE OVERVIEW 
Paris DEFENSE INTERARMEES in French No 60, Jun 81 pp 29-37 


[Article by G.B.: “The Recent Evolution of the Soviet Navy. Can Europe Defend 
Itself? The Soviet Navy: Considerations on the Recent Evolution of Missions of 
Suviet Surface Units") 


[Text] Since its creation, the Soviet navy has witnessed 
a steady evolution which has incidentially become enhanced 
and accelerated since the advent of Admiral Gorshkov in 
the position of chief of staff. This evolution, which has 
made possible the conversion of the Soviet navy into an 
ocean fleet, was confirmed in the early 1970's but, since 
then, it seemed to slow down. However--and as this study 
will strive to show--what was involved was only a brief 
pause before a further period of evolution. [End of 
introductory comment. ] 


To better understand the recent evolution of the Soviet navy it is necessary to go 
back to the end of World War II and briefly review the initial stages of this 
evolution. 


At first what was involved for Soviet officials was to have available a navy capable 
of securing the defense of the country's “maritime borders" and their approaches so 
as to deny the enemy the freedom of action which would have enabled him to success- 
fully undertake large-scale amphibious operations against Soviet territory. Indeed, 
at that time which had just witnessed the great effectiveness of Allied amphibious 
operations--notably in Morooco, Sicily, Italy, Normandy, and the Pacific--the Soviet 
officials considered that what was involved there was the principal threat posed 
against their territorial integrity. 


Thereafter, with the entry into service in the U.S. Navy, first of seaborne attack 
aircraft with offensive nuclear capability, and then of the initial missile-launching 
nuclear submarines, the nature of the threat changed in the eyes of the Soviet 
officials and was henceforth constituted by the American attack aircraft carriers 
and missile-launching nuclear submarines [SNLE]. To face this threat, there was no 
complete revamping of Soviet maritime doctrine as one could have anticipated but 
rather an adaptation of the existing doctrine. Indeed, the simplest check to the 
new American weapons was to prevent them from coming sufficiently close to Soviet 


67 








tervitery ty @eunt an attavkh, VUlven the essentially modest range of the attack 
aircratt and missiles of the time, what was in fact involved was to create a belt a 
few hundred kilometers around the Soviet coasts to which access by the American 
missile-launching nuclear submarines and aircraft-carriers would then have been closed, 
With the increase in range of American offense capabilities, however, this solution 
was no longer satisfactory, the area of the belt becoming so large that it became 
impossible to insure its impermeability, To be sure, it was still possible to use 
this tactic against aircraft carriers, but to neutralize the missile-launching nuclear 
submarines it was seemingly necessary to be able to undertake offensive antisubmarine 
operations, that is, to search and destroy the missile-launching nuclear submarines 
before they could come within range of Soviet territory. 


The growth in awareness of this mission's importance together with the Soviet Union's 
development of its own missile-launching nuclear submarines seem to have generated 
the need for a new operational capability for the Soviet Navy. It not only had to 
beef up its antisubmarine capabilities but aleo, to insure for its own missile-launch- 
ing nuclear submarines sufficient credibility, dispose of means adequate to assume 
control of the zones from which Soviet missile-launching nuclear submarines were 
expected to initiate their nuclear attacks. Since the bulk of the American antisub- 
marine capabilities consisting of surface combat groups together with submarines and 
seaborne and patrol aircraft, the orientation the USSR had to follow seemed clear: 

To build ocean-going surface craft with good antisubmarine and anti-ship capabilities 
and to be able to provide their own antiaircraft defense, neutralize the American 
antisubmarine capabilities, and prevent freedom of action of the missile-launching 
nuclear submarines of the U.S. Navy. 


Subsequently, following the entry into service of anti-ship cruise missiles, the 
Soviet Navy pursued a new mission with flowed in fact from the preceding one, namely, 
to insure the neutralization not only of American antisubmarine capabilities but also 
of their anti-ship combat units, aircraft carriers, and support craft. With the 
entry into service of these anti-ship missiles, it became possible for the Soviet Navy 
to carry out an even more ‘nportant mission: To use this new anti-ship capability 

to outflank NATO by cutting its means of reinforcement from the United States and 

its supply lines in raw materials and hydrocarbons. It became possible to envision 
oceanwide missions for the Soviet Navy that would thus be added to the conventional 
missions of coastal defense and warfare against the aircraft carriers and missile- 
launching nuclear submarines it had performed since the late 1940's. It is interesting 
to note that these missions were all made possible by the appearance of the anti-ship 
missile which, alone, enabled a relatively modest Soviet Navy to have sufficient 
firepower available. 


Evolution of Naval Construction 


The gradual evolution of missions entrusted to the Soviet Navy had as its corollary 
the evolution of its concerns and consequently of its naval construction programs so 
as to better adapt combat vessels to the missions to which they were assigned. This 
evolution can schematically be divided into five principal stages each of which had 
as consequence the development of new classes of naval combat vessels. 


The first stage of this evolution, which can be placed between 1945 and 1953, was 
devoted to the reconstruction of the navy by stressing the production of a large 
number of coastal patrol and escort vessels. That is how the escort 
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"Kola" class (1954), the "Kotlin" and "Tallin" destroyers, (1955), and the escort 
vessels of the "Riga" class (1956) were put into service. The discrepancy in the 
dates of entry into active service is explained by the spread which necessarily 
oy between the time when the decision to build a craft is made and its joining 
the fleet. 


During the second stage, from 1953 to 1961, one saw first a simple pursuit of the 
programs under way during the uncertain period following Stalin's death and continuing 
until 1956, The units delivered during this period were those whose construction had 
been decided as far back as the early 1950's. However, it is between 1953 and 1956 
that three options which were going to influence the subsequent development of the 
Soviet Navy were decided upon: It was decided to place the nuclear weapon which the 
USSR had just built on board missile-launching nuclear submarines, to use nuclear 

power in the propulsion of these missile-launching nuclear submarines, and to put 

into service long-range anti-ship missiles. Thus, prior to 1961 one say among other 
things the outfitting with SS-N-1 missiles of four "Kotlin" class destroyers (whose 
designations were changed to "Kilden"), and then the appearance of the new ocean-going 
classes of naval vessels whose major mission was to fight aircraft carriers. This 

was the "Kynda" class armed with SS-N-3 missiles and the "Kashin" class which, equipped 
with antiaircraft missiles, was to provide protection and antiaircraft cover to the 
"Kynda" class craft during attacks against the American task forces. It is also during 
this period that an anti-ship missile was studied, one specially planned for the arming 
of coastal defense vedette boats. Involved was the SS-N-2 Styx which was first placed 
on board the P-6 vedette boats (which thus became "Komar" class vessels) and then the 
"Osa" class vedette boats. There was also a consolidation of the coastal defense 

fleet through the appearance of three new classes of small-tonnage craft. The "Petya"™ 
escort vessel, the "Poti" antisubmarine corvette, and the "Shersheen" ["Shershen"] 
class patrol boat, all of which began operation in 1962. 


The third stage of the evolution of the Soviet Navy, which can be placed between 1961 
and 1964, was in fact a period of transition: The antiaircraft carrier trend, until 
then predominant, had bifurcated following the appearance of the initial American 
missile-launching nuclear submarines (the first patrol of the initial U.S. missile- 
launching nuclear submarine, the U.S.S. "George Washington,” dates back to 1961), 

but this could still not be concretized through the appearance of specific craft. 

The bulk of the surface vessels which entered into service during this period were 

in fact slated to replace earlier classes, with the exception of the missile-launching 
"Kresta 1" class cruisers. What was involved was consolidation of the progress made 
thus far without for all that getting locked into solutions which could subsequently 
prove to be unsatisfactory. In terms of entries into service, the "Myrka" class was 
to replace the "Petya" class, and the two modifications of the "“kotlin" class as well 
as the transformation of the "Krupniy" class into Kanin“ class vessels had as their 
goal to confer on these craft a certain degree of diversification while waiting for 
new classes, specifically adapted to the new missions, to be developed. The Soviets 
also took advantage of this period to build new types of detection equipment (radar 
and sonar systems), and other equipment (firing guidance systems, communications and 
control systems) slated to expand the freedom of action of surface craft. 


The fourth stage of development (1964-1969) evidenced not only the confirmation of 
the oceanwide range of the Soviet Navy but also the confirmation of its new anti- 
submarine concern which was reflected principally in putting the "Moskva" into service, 
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the first Soviet vessel specially built for antisubmarine warfare and the first to 
carry aircraft on board, The new classes whose construction was begun during this 
period ("Kresta II" class, "Krivak" class, and "Kara" class, which entered into 
service between 1970 and 1973) also had an enhanced antisubmarine capability, but 
their Soviet designation as "large antisubmarine craft" did not in any way conceal 
their great antisurface vessel power. In fact, it is legitimate to infer that this 
period served to effect further consolidation so as to balance the outfitting of 

the fleet as a function of the order which Admiral Gorshkov had given it in 1964; 
"Show the flag on all the seas of the world.” It is also during this stage that the 
Soviet Navy strived to overcome the limitations which had led to the Soviet setback 
at the time of the Cuban crisis. This did not for all that prevent the modernization 
of the coastal defense flotilla which, with the appearance of the "Grisha" and "Nanuchka" 
corvetts, acquired even a certain degree of high-seas capability. 





The fifth stage, which can be placed between 1969 and 1975, was characterized by two 
large-scale maneuvers (Okean and Okean II) which confirmed that the Soviet Navy had 

now acquired the capability of undertaking major maneuvers coordinating independent 
combat groups. In other words, the Soviet Navy had shown that it could take full 
advantage of the ocean-going craft with which it had become endowed. In terms of ships, 
this period did not witness the appearance of any major new class with the exception 

of a few units of the modified "Kilden" and "Kashin" classes. However, it is during 
this stage that some operational needs were spelled out whose realization has in fact 
occurred since 1975 with the appearance of new classes of craft to be described below. 


At the conclusion of this five-stage evolution, the Soviet Navy had thus progressed 
by moving from the coastal flotilla of which it consisted in 1950 to a full-fledged 
ocean-going navy equipped with operational combat vessels and endowed with relative 
diversification but whose missions--and future evolution--were no longer as clearly 
defined as in the past. 


Recent Evolution 


As constituted in 1977 the Soviet Navy was not free from certain major deficiencies 

for all that. Compared to its principal potential adversary, the Soviet Navy suffered 
from a total lack of seaborne aircraft with the exception of a few antisubmarine 
helicopters carried by the "Moskva" and "Leningrad" while its antisubmarine capabilites 
seemed to be distinctly inferior to those of the U.S. Navy. Indeed, not only was 

the Soviet Union's technological lag reflected in a qualitative inferiority of its 
equipment but also the Soviet Navy did not have any combat vessel specifically designed 
for antiaircraft or antisubmarine warfare. Similarly, its amphibious craft had 

limited capabilities which appeared to deprive them of any possibility of action 
outside peripheral waters while the support vessels of the fleet (tankers and supply 
vessels) were so few and had such limited capabilities that they restricted the surface 
navy's freedom of action. In another respect--that of missions--the strict orienta- 
tion which had characterized the Soviet Navy's development seemed to have disappeared. 
By the mid-1970's it had fulfilled all the capabilities expected of it successively 
during the preceding years and one could not see what direction the evolution of 

the Soviet surface fleet could follow subsequently. 
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Sixth Stage 


During the second half of the 1970's, the Soviet fleet benefited from the entry into 
service of several types of combat units which have greatly changed the navy's 
appearance, Two different stages may be distinguished. Initially, subsequent moderni- 
zation took place--the third--of the coastal defense forces that was more significant 
than the earlier ones because it marked the adoption of new technologies, Indeed, 

and with an appreciable advance over the Western fleets, the Soviet Navy has put into 
service two classes ("Sarancha" and "Matka") of combat hydrofoils that can reach very 
high speeds as well as three new classes of corvette boats, namely, the "Nanuchka II" 
and "Nanuchka III," improved versions of the "Nanuchka" corvette which had appeared 
in 1969, and the "Babochka." Furthermore, all these new classes are characterized by 
armaments consisting mainly of missiles and medium-caliber guns, none of them being 
armed with torpedoes, Additionally, the "Babochka" class was specially designed for 
antisubmarine warfare and this has naturally had a bearing on its armament, which 
does not include any anti-surface vessel missile but rather a new type of antisubmarine 
rocket-launcher,. It is also during this period that the "Tarantul" corvette made 

its appearance, a craft displacing some 700 tons whose very powerful anti-surface 
vessel armament and high speed (35 knots) enable it to operate beyond strictly coastal 
parameters. That is incidentially the of the "Nanuchka" class craft and signifies 
that for the first time the Soviet Navy deemed that its historic mission of ceastal 
defense by itself no longer justified the development of new classes of combat craft 
which, to provide a satisfactory cost-effectiveness ratio, had to be able to perform 
other secondary missions. 


The second stage, which characterized units entering into active service during this 
half of the 1970's, has involved new high seas craft which have epitomized, in several 
respects, the maturity of the Soviet shipyards. Involved are the aircraft carrier 
"Kiev," the cruiser "Kirov," the amphibious vessels of the “Ivan Rogov" and "Ropucha" 
classes, and the "Berezina" class tanker-supply vessels, without forgetting the destroyer 
"Sovremennyiy.” 


The "Kiev" is a very important and significant vessel in the evolution of the Soviet 
Navy. Indeed, it shows the desire to give to the high seas fleet an aircraft carrier 
whose ADAC/V Yak 36 Forger aircraft could provide both limited air cover and consider- 
able anti-ship offensive capability and support to amphibious operations. By entering 
the domain of aircraft carriers, until now the exclusive bailiwick of the Western 
powers, the Soviets have clearly shown their desire not to deprive their navy of any 
means that could represent an asset. However, by virtue of its characteristics, 

the “Kiev” is more than a simple aircraft carrier: It can also represent an important 
weapon in offensive antisubmarine warfare or in the protection of Soviet missile- 
launching nuclear submarines whose access to the high seas could thereby be facilitated. 
Besides, it now seems clear that the "Kiev"'s communications equipment and its 
characteristics enable it to play the role of flagship of independent squadrons, which 
no other Soviet class of vessels seemed up to doing. Finally, and from a technological 
viewpoint, the entry into service of the "Kiev" has shown that the Soviets, despite 
their total lack of experience in as specialized a field as the construction of air- 
craft carriers (of which the "Moskva" class was however an intitial, hardly ambitious 
achievement), have managed to build a highly complex craft, but one whose general 
design, armament, and equipment bear comparison with similar vessels produced by 
American shipyards. 








These considerations also apply and to a higher degree to the "Kirov," which is not 
only the largest warship (outside of aircraft carriers) to be built after World War II 
but which also represents the initial application of nuclear power to drive a Soviet 
surface vessel, But together with the "Kirov" there also appeared arms and equipment 
which seemed to mark for the first time a technological advance of the Soviets: 
Vertical-launch missiles with a range beyond the horizon, sonar systems of greater 
efficiency, submerged and with variable depth capability, and very complete communi- 
cations systems, As with the "Kiev," the "Kirov" undoubtedly has the possibility to 
lead an independent squadron, a fact which confirms that the Soviets wish to consti- 
tute, as the Okean and Okean II maneuvers had allowed one to anticipate, squadrons of 
this type and use them to carry out independent operations, 





On its part, the "Sovremennyiy" does not seem to indicate the appearance of new trends. 
What is probably involved is a unit slated to replace the destroyers "Kanin" and 
"Krivak,'' but it incorporates new technical solutions which, for the first time, 

have been included in a Soviet combat vessel. That is notably the case of the 
retractable hangar in a central position. 





The "Ivan Rogov," the "Ropucha,"” and the "Berezina" endow the Soviet Navy with new 
Strategic capabilities, The first, an amphibious vessel with an important thus far 
unknown in the Soviet Navy, confers on the latter a direct intervention capability 
in zones that had earlier been inaccessible to it and marks the advent of a new 
mission, of a completely new dimension, for the naval infantry. Just as did the 

two earlier units, the "Ivan Rogov" has capabilities enabling it to direct an amphibious 
operation and to coordinate air support, naval support, and helicopter-borne or 
landing attack forces, Finally, the "Berezina" give the Soviet Navy the possibility, 
for the first time, of operating at great distances from its home ports for long 
periods of time, thereby endowing the Soviet fleet with an entirely new operational 
flexibility. 


But besides these vessels whose entry into active service has already occurred or 

can be foreseen in the very near future, the Soviet Navy is now building several 
other classes of vessels which, if one can go by information from American sources, 
will only enhance its new operational capabilities and military potential. Indeed, 
the Americans indicated that they had received confirmation of construction in various 
shipyards of three other classes of craft--a nuclear-powered 60,000-ton aircraft 
carrier, a 12,500-ton missile-launching cruiser, and another 7,800-ton cruiser. 
Additionally, a new class of hopsital ship is under construction. 


In the long run, these craft will replace the classes now in service which one can 
anticipate at least partially--being revamped and converted for antisubmarine warfare. 
Indeed, one of the characteristics of the new classes mentioned above is their 
deficiency in antisubmarine capabiilities which are generally limited to a symbolic 
level despite the generalization of the designation “antisubmarine cruiser." It 

is unthinkable that the vessels in service today such as those of the "Kara," "Krivak,” 
and "Kresta LI" class could simply be scrapped, and their revamping would solve both 
the problem of their subsequent use and thatof the existing vessels' insufficient 
antisubmarine capabilities. 
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Evolution of the Missions 


Until a fairly recent period, the Soviet Navy's evolution had been characterized by 

a sequence of priority missions which had impacted on naval construction by inandating 
the building of classes of relatively specialized craft. It was thus easy to follow 
the evolution of the missions entrusted to the Soviet Navy and to deduce their 
subsequent evolution, 


However, this has no longer been the case for some years now. All the new craft 

have the kind of diversification which those of the earlier classes had never achieved. 
Furthermore, this diversification has reached through what one would be tempted to 
call the "upper range of the gamut," which proves that operational flexibility was 
sought without taking into account either budgetary problems or technological problems 
which could have delayed their achievement, 


The Soviet Navy is thus endowed with great operational flexibility and its operational 
range will subsequently be extended gradually as the new classes of craft described 
briefly above enter into service. To confirm thie it is sufficient to imagine the 
military potential of a naval force having available, among others, about a dozen 
"Kiev" class vessels and as many of the "Kirov" class. 


But such flexibility is costly to attain and must be justified by the significance 
of the missions its realization will make possible. One may therefore wonder what 

is the goal which Soviet officials now seek to reach, As was seen, one can no 
longer go by an analysis of the trends of naval construction unless it is only to 
determine its evolution, stepped up in the past few years, in the direction of a high 
seas fleet able to perform a wide range of missions. Accordingly, it seems that it 
is appropriate to proceed by using the reverse method which consists in deducing what 
missions the "new" navy can fulfill which the "old" navy could not. It is thus 
possible to identify three trends all of which are confirmed by the recent operations 
of the Soviet shipyards. 


The first is that the Soviet Navy has been entrusted with projecting Soviet military 
power to great distances, which implies not only the possibility of reaching very 
remote regions but also of intervening their tangibly besides "showing the flag." 
The operational coordination of vessels such as the "Kiev," the "Kirov," and the 
"Ivan Rogov" meets the criteria of such a mission and one can recognize this without 
fear of error. 


The second trend, based on the anti-ship and antiaircraft characteristics of the 

new craft, would indicate that the latter have been entrusted not only with protecting 
the Soviet missile-launching nuclear submarines on their way to their patrol zones 
but also with cutting the maritime supply lines of the Western powers. This 
hypothesis seems to be confirmed, incidentally, by the events of the past few years: 
Having experienced the ephemeral nature of the port facilities that had been made 
available to them (in Egypt, Somalia, and Guinea), the Soviet officials may logically 
have sought the development of craft which could, for variable periods, do without 
points of support and resupply in remote oceans while retaining their operational 
capabilities in these same regions. 








Finally, and while so far anti-ship warfare has been viewed from a defensive 
perspective--to destroy enemy aircraft carriers as soon as they represented an 
effective threat--one can legitimately suppose that the Soviet Navy has been charged 
with an offensive-type antisurface vessel warfare so as to neutralize in a limited 
time frame the offensive capabilities of the American task forces and the defensive 
capabilities of Western escort craft whose primary assignment continues to be the 
defense of the supply and reinforcement lines of Western Europe. The Soviet Navy 
seems then to have sought and acquired a first-strike capability whose importance 
should not be overlooked and which injects a new unknown factor into the Western 
defense equation, 


Whatever the significance to be given to the preceding observations--which after all 
are only the result of inferences--it is undeniable that it is no longer possible to 
describe the Soviet Navy today as being optimal for a single primary mission. Rather, 
what is clear is that this navy has become a full-fledged diversified instrumentality 
whose political potential is at least as significant as its military potential proper. 
Having succeeded in stages in enabling their navy to fulfill all the strictly military 
missions which the strategic evolution assigned it, the Soviet officials took advantage 
of this to build a fleet the extent of whose capabilities and diversification would 
enable it to undertake in future any mission mandated by the subsequent evolution 

of political-military priorities. 





This evolution, whose methods but not steadfastness could be questioned, will affect 
significantly the future of the Western navies. Indeed, the latter have traditionally 
reacted to the evolution of the Soviet Navy--and the predominance of their antisub- 
marine weaponry compared to antiaircraft and anti-ship armaments proves it--and have 
thus stressed in the past 10 years their mission of protecting convoys by placing 
into service patrol vessels with a dominance of antisubmarine capabilities. However, 
since 1977 the Soviet initiative has followed directions which could not easily be 
predicted and which have led to a navy with antiaircraft, anti-ship, and antisubmarine 
capabilities that are roughly comparable. For the time being, the Western powers can 
only counter the Soviet submarine capabilities whose predominance they anticipated. 

In the near future, however, they will have to stress anti-ship warfare once more at 
the expense of antisubmarine warfare or run the risk of seeing the antisubmarine right 
from the initial hours or first days of a possible conflict precisely by this first- 
strike capability which the Soviet Navy has recently acquired. 


Evolution of the Percentage of Soviet Craft Broken Down by Mission 











1961 1970 1976 
Mission percent percent percent 
Coastal defense 55 42 33 
Amphibious warfare 8 6 15 
Mine warfare 12 10 10 
Antisurface vessel warfare 9 8 10 
Antisubmarine warfare 3 20 8 
Reconnaissance — — 10 
Miscellaneous 13 14 12 
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PHOTO CAPTIONS 


1. p 29, top half. The "Kiev" is the first full-fledged aircraft carrier to be 
developed by the Soviet Union. In addition to its own anti- 
surface vessel and antiaircraft capabilities, its antisubmarine 
capabilities are enhanced by the Ka-25 Hormone helicopters that 
it can take on board. The aircraft component of the "Kiev" is 
mainly constituted however of Yak 36 Forger vertical takeoff 
attack planes three of which can be seen on the flight back. 


2. p 30, top left. The missile-launching destroyer "Marshal Timoshenko" of the 
"Krivak" class serving in the northern Soviet fleet. Destroyers 
of this class, the first units of which were placed in active 
service in 1971-72, have a very diversified armament which includes 
notably, for antisubmarine warfare, a four-barreled SS-N-14 
missile-launcher and two antisubmarine MBU 2500 rocket-launchers. 


3. p 30, bottom right. 
With the Soviet Navy's evolution toward a high seas fleet, some 
of its coastal defense missions have been entrusted to territorial 
waters patrols. The photo represents one of their light patrol 
boats of the "Stenka" class whose design goes back to the late 
1960's. 


4. p 3l, top half. A Soviet naval group at sea: In the foreground, a missile- 
launching cruiser of the Kynda“ class, which was the first 
class of Soviet cruisers to be armed with both SS-N-3 missiles 
and antiaircraft missiles. It was replaced in short order by 
the "Kresta" class. In the background is the cruiser "Admiral 
Senyanin" ["Senyavin"] of the modified "Sverdlov" class, equipped 
at the rear with a hangar for helicopters and a launching pad 
for SA-N-4 antiaircraft missiles. These vessels are part of the 
Soviet Pacific fleet. 


5. p 32, top left. The appearance of landing craft of the "“Ropucha" class has 
indicated an important progression in the amphibious capabilities 
of the Soviet Navy. Extrapolated from the hull of "Polnocny" 
class vessels and built in Poland, the Ropucha" class craft weighs 
about 4,500 tons when loaded. Their antiaircraft armament includes, 
for the first time on a landing craft, a short-range antiaircraft 
missile. 


6. p 32, bottom right. 
The antisubmarine frigates of the "Myrka" class have practically 
replaced those of the "Petya" class from which they were extra- 
polated. However, they lack variable depth sonar equipment and 
their antisubmarine armament seems relatively modest if one 
considers that their principal mission is specifically anti- 
submarine warfare. 
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10, 


ll. 


12. 


13. 


33, 


33, 


%4, 


34, 


35, 


35, 


36, 


to right. Close-up of the flight deck of the aircraft carrier "Kiev" 
on which one can identify eix Yak 36 Forger aircraft including 
two two-seater Forger B planes and four single-seater Forger A's. 
The purpose of the Yak 36 aircraft is not known exactly but it 
probably is to provide tactical support to landing forces and 
antisurface vessel] warfare, 


bottom half. 
Cruisers of the "Kresta II" class differ from those of the " 
"Kresta I" class in their armament (SS-N-14 and SA-N-3 missiles) 
and their equipment. In fact, they represent the third genera- 
tion of missile-launching vessels (following the "Kildin/Krupny" 
and "Kynda/Kresta I" class vessels). The photo shows a "Kresta II" 
of the Mediterranean squadron. 


bottom left. 
Until the appearance of the "Kirov," cruisers of the "Kara" class 
were the most modern in the Soviet arsenal. with the exception 
of their armament (SA-N-4 missiles), their sonar system (variable 
depth sonar), and their gas turbine propulsion, the "Kara" class 
cruisers are roughly comparable to the "Kresta II" class cruisers 
whose logical emanation they are. 


top right. Rear view of a destroyer of the "Krivak II" class which displaces 
2,900 tons. As its name indicates, the "Krivak II" was derived 
from the "Krivak I" compared to which it is slightly longer and 
has an armament which includes guns of alarger caliber. Its 
electronic equipment has also been modernized. 


top half. The “Ivan Rogov" represented in this photo has a displacement 
twice as large as that of the preceding classes of Soviet amphibi- 
ous vessels. It is also the first craft of this type to carry 
helicopters on board and a hold making possible the internal 
storage of landing craft. 


bottom right. 
A corvette of the "Nanuchka I" class slated for patrol duty and 
coastal antisurface vessel warfare. Displacing about 850 tons 
when fully loaded, covettes of this class are armed with four 
SS-N-9 missile-launchers and a movable double-barreled SA-N-4 
missile-launcher. Their maximum speed reaches 30 knots. 


top right. The destroyer "Obraztsovy" photographed during its visit to 
Portsmouth [England] in May 1976. This is a craft of the 
"Kashin" class which was the first to be equipped, when it 
entered into service, with antiaircraft missiles and to be 
powered only with gas turbines. It appears that originally 
these destroyers were slated to escort and protect the missile- 
launching cruisers of the "Kynda" class. 
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14, p 36, bottom half. 
The cruiser "Kirov," which represents the fourth generation 
of Soviet missile-launching cruisers, is the largest warship 
(except for aircraft carriers) built since World War II. Its 
nuclear propulsion, the size and variety of its armament, and its 
displacement make this craft an ideal vessel for missions of 
long duration. It confers on the Soviet Navy an entirely new 
operational flexibility. (See the studies which appeared in 
DEFENSE INTERARMEES Nos 55 and 57 devoted to the "Kirov.") 


15. P 37, bottom half. 
This photo of the "Kiev" close to H.M.S. "Danae" of Britain's 
Royal Navy clearly evidences the imposing size of the Soviet 
aircraft carrier. The picture was taken at the time of the 
first transit of the "Kiev" to the North Atlantic through the 
passage between the Shetland and Faroe Islands. The photograph 
was made by a Wasp helicopter from on board the H.M.S. "Danae." 
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